
‘So much needed changing, we were out of date, new ideas were required 
- new hymns, different tunes, new administration, individual thoughts and a 
modern approach to worship. These changes could not happen overnight, it 
would take time, after all St Andrew’s was unlikely to accept change easily...

The time had certainly come for the Congregation to venture further in the 
quest to serve the community and beyond. Changes were planned in the 
ministry, structure, organisations and building programmes in the church.

On paper, the membership of the church was strong, but in practice weak, 
members would be encouraged to exert themselves afresh. It was hoped to 
increase the outreach to young people.....

The congregation of St Andrew’s faced financial problems...a great deal of 
time and energy was spent ... trying to clear church finances.’

Interestingly, these words were written about our church over thirty years 
ago in its Golden Anniversary Souvenir Brochure and refer to the 
modernisation of the church in the early 1970’s by Jim Trevorrow. 

As we approach our 8oth Anniversary this summer, it’s comforting to know 
that challenge and adaption has always been part of this church. In this 
edition of Keystone you’ll read about how we’re once again finding answers 
to the perennial questions of change. We’re volunteering and refurbishing, 
we’re creating new and exciting spaces in the hall, we’re reaching-out into 
the community, we’re finding ways to balance the books and we’re asking 
ourselves questions about what we want a modern St Andrew’s to look like. 

Let’s celebrate 80 wonderful years of faith and friendship this summer and 
look forward with excitement to the next eighty!
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Susanna Wesley, one of the great women of history, had 18 children. 
One of her sons, John, founded the Methodist church and helped spread 
Christianity, and another, Charles, wrote more than 6,000 hymns.

How do you fi nd time alone when you have 18 children? In her 
biography, it says that Susanna Wesley would sit in her favourite 
rocking chair every afternoon, and she would throw her apron over her 
head for an hour. Her children knew that Mum with an apron over her 
head meant, “No child bothers Mum or you face the consequences!”
Wesley said it was the prayers of his mum that shaped his life. You can 
fi nd time alone if you are that desperate. Make time to be quiet and meet 
with the Lord.

Yours in Christ

Dear friends, 
 

Make Time To Be Quiet

“Find a quiet, secluded place so you won’t be tempted to role-play before 
God. Just be there as simply and honestly as you can manage. The 
focus will shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense his grace” 
(Matthew 6:6 The Message).

God isn’t going to speak to you if your life is fi lled with lots of noise. 
You’ve got to fi nd a place where you will be alone, and you’ve got to 
practice the art of being quiet. This is what you call ‘quiet time’.

Jesus teaches it like this in Matthew 6:6, above.

Here’s the key to hearing God speak and getting his vision for your life: 
God wants to meet with you.

You need to realise you’re not waiting on God; He’s waiting on you. God 
made you to have a relationship with him. He wants you to spend time 
with him on a daily basis. He wants you to schedule a date with him 
every day. God is waiting.

Finding somewhere where you will be alone in a quiet place is pretty 
diffi cult today. I don’t know if you realise how much noise there is in your 
life. You’ve always got the radio on in the car or you’ve got ear buds in or 
Bluetooth turned on. Every waiting room, shopping centre, and elevator 
has music. There’s very little time or space in your life that’s absolutely 
quiet.

If you’ve got children at home, it’s even more diffi cult!  But let me give 
you some hope. 

A letter from 
the Manse...

Rev. Norman Nicoll



How do you turn a storeroom 
into a community room?
Well, you start with a generous donation, create a Duke of Edinburgh 
Award project, add a great bunch of volunteers to wield sandpaper, paint 
brushes and rollers, bring together two talented seamstresses, find a 
great carpet fitter (thanks Dave of Brill Carpets), talk an F1 engineer into 
moving your doors, make several trips to Ikea and keep the whole thing 
going with a plentiful supply of tea and biscuits.

In a couple of weeks, you’ll have a bright new community room, a 
refreshed hall lobby and a smart new meeting room. If you haven’t seen 
them yet, pop in a take a look. A huge thank you to everyone involved.



Bits and pieces 
from your 
Acting 
Session Clerk  
John Wiseman

Holy Week services

On Maundy Thursday, 29th March, a number of members of St. Ninian’s 
Church came to St. Andrew’s and joined with members of its congre-
gation at a special service to commemorate the “Last Supper” which 
involved a short Sacrament of Holy Communion for those present. The 
following evening, Good Friday, 30th March, some 15 members of St. 
Andrew’s visited St. Ninian’s Church in Beanfield Avenue to join with their 
members in a special service conducted by Rev. Kleber Machado. Holy 
Week concluded with an Easter Day service at St. Andrew’s on Sunday, 
1st April and the congregation was swelled by a number of visitors and 
young children.

Nightlight

The Church was very pleased over the weekend of Saturday/Sunday 
3rd/4th March to act as an extension of the Nightlight project for the 
shelter of the homeless in Corby. Normally the shelter is only available 
during the night at St. Peter and St. Andrew’s Church in Beanfield 
Avenue but our Minister was contacted by the Nightlight organisers to 
see whether we would be able to offer shelter during the day for that 
weekend during the awful period of weather that was prevalent at the 
time. Congratulations are due to those people within our congregation 
who organised the St. Andrew’s part of the weekend’s very worthwhile 
shelter at very short notice.  

Presbytery

The last meeting of the Presbytery of England was held in Crown Court 
Church,  London on Tuesday 13th February and the main points arising 
from this meeting were :-
• Rev. Kleber Machado (Corby, St. Ninian’s) was elected Moderator of the 
Presbytery of England for 2018/2019
• Rev. Philip Majcher and Mr. Michael Stevenson gave brief tributes for 
Rev. James Dowswell and Rev. James Trevorrow respectively, both of 
whom had passed away since the previous meeting.
• The names of Rev. James Dowswell and Rev. James Trevorrow were 
removed from the Presbytery Roll
• Mrs. Susan Pym will, in March, attend a meeting of the Ministries Council 
regarding the Presbytery Plan for 2023 and that this will be discussed at 
the next Presbytery meeting.   

It’s easy to forget just how bitter the 
conditions were back in March, but 
imagine living on the streets in these 
conditions. 

A warm hall, hot food, a few friendly 
faces and a chat can make all the 
difference. Well done St Andrew’s 
for being that difference on this 
occassion.

Soup - check!
Snow Shovel - check!

A few essentials are 
unloaded from the carboot for 

the weekend. 

It was a pleasure to work 
alongside the hugely 

dedicated volunteers from 
Nightlight and to meet some 

of their regular guests. 



• Commissioners to attend the 2018 General Assembly were 
appointed and it was advised that Guernsey, St. Andrew’s in the Grange 
had applied to have a tent at the Heart and Soul event.
• It was agreed that Iris Maxfield (London, St. Columba’s) would attend 
the General Assembly as Youth Delegate from the Presbytery
• It was reported that Mrs. Lilias Gillies was seeking to step down from 
the role of taking the Minutes at Presbytery meetings and this was ac-
cepted and the Moderator passed on the very grateful thanks of Presby-
tery to Mrs. Gillies for all of her excellent work on their behalf.
• The Receipts and Payments Accounts for 2017 were approved and 
the Trustees Annual Report and Accounts for 2017 will be brought to the 
next meeting for approval
• It was reported that Mr. Alan Blair and Mr. Colin Sommerville would 
continue in office to attest 2018 Accounts.
• It was reported that that the Liverpool, St. Andrew’s Fund had yielded 
some £16,000 of Dividends during 2017 and that these would be 
distributed according to the rules of the Fund
• A Data Protection report from Mrs. Elspeth Gordon had been circulat-
ed before the meeting and she drew the attention of the meeting to the 
need for charges to hold an audit of the information being held using a 
form that she provided.

• It was reported that the Moderator Designate of the General Assembly, 
Rev. Susan Brown, would be visiting the Presbytery of England from 
Saturday 30th March to Monday 8th April 2019. It was agreed that, as 
the Moderator visits London every year in November, the visit in March/
April 2019 should be limited to visits to Newcastle, Corby and the Chan-
nel Islands and arrangements for the visit will be confirmed.
• Mr. Michael Stevenson gave an update on the vacancy at Guernsey, 
St. Andrew’s in the Grange and Miss Elizabeth Fox, Interim Moderator, 
sought the approval of Presbytery to the Manse in Guernsey being 
suitable for a new incumbent and this was given.

• Congregational records were examined and, subject to a few minor 
points, mainly regarding the numbering of pages in Kirk Session Minute 
books, were found to be in good order
• Rev. James Mather reported that the Quinquennial Property Survey 
had been carried out and reports issued to each charge. The Property 
Committee will now need to hold discussions with each charge about 
how the recommendations in the reports are to be carried out. Rev. 
Mathers questioned whether the Insurance cover for each Church is 
enough to cover any rebuilding work required
• The Clerk and Rev. Dr. David Coulter advised the latest situation 
on the Registration of Ministries Act, particularly with reference to the 
position of Chaplains within the Presbytery. It is felt that the Act is badly 
flawed and a further meeting with personnel from the Registration of 
Ministries Council will be held in early March
• It was reported that the Local Church Review for Corby, St. Andrew’s 
had been carried out and the report issued. London, Crown Court 
Church is to receive a Local Church Review in 2018
• Written reports from the Safeguarding Co-ordinator and the Chaplain 
to the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies were accepted
• Rev. Philip Majcher gave an update on the position regarding the 
training of Mr. Alan Wright (Newcastle, St. Andrew’s) and it was agreed 
that Mr. Wright’s next placement should be at Newcastle, St. Andrew’s
• Rev. Mike Binks gave a report about Churches Together in England 
and stated he would be attending a further meeting in March.

A copy of the Minutes of the Presbytery meeting can be made available 
for anyone who would be interested in seeing one - please advise me.

2017 Church Organisation Reports
If anyone was unable to obtain a copy of the Organisation Reports for 
2017 and would like one, they should advise their Elder, a Church Office 
Bearer or myself and a copy can be provided for them.
John Wiseman



Property Team Report
Sarah Farrow & Lorna Hawkins

The Tuesday Club continue to keep the grounds looking beautiful. They also 
work continually in the background maintaining all other general aspects of the 
grounds and buildings. On a personal note we are so grateful for their support 
as we gain experience and learn our role in property management. 

The refurbishment of the old Ante Room, The Study and 
the Hall Foyer have now been completed at no cost to 
church funds and the toilets (including heating) are next 
on the agenda.  We have an electrical supplier who will 
to donate the electrical items required for this, along with 
some additional external lighting. So If anyone knows 
an electrician that could help by donating their time, or 
doing the work at a reduced cost, please 
get in touch.

The Church and Vestibule have been tidied and we’re 
hoping to donate the old surplus C3 hymn books to a 
Mission via Presbytery in Scotland. 

Our project submission to the Community Payback 
Scheme has been accepted and we hope to see work 
started on the refurbishment of the church railings in July.

The Annual Gas Certificate has 
been issued with no recommended work and the Fire 
Extinguisher certificates have all been issued.

We’re also pleased to say we’ve found a Church 
organisation to install broadband at a 50% discount. 
This will make the church buildings more accessible and 
usable to everyone and hopefully make the hall more 

lettable. We’re currently waiting a date for connection. The ongoing fee for this 
great amenity is being funded by donation.

3 roofing companies have been asked to submit quotes works to repair the roof.
We’re also investigating the possibility of refurbishing the Church Bell - watch 
this space. And over the coming months we’ll be researching how we can now 
utilise the hall for the benefit of the community and to increase Church income.

 

Finance Report
Emma Burton. Treasurer

First Quarter Update

    Incoming       Outgoings           Balance
January         £4,916.80       £5,052.50       - £135.70
February       £3,285.03        £3,421.80       - £136.77
March           £9,088.28        £5,820.50       +£3,267.78

Total          £17,289.91     £14,294.60      + £2,995.31

We have had a great start to the new financial year with well controlled 
expenditure – this has equated to no deficit for the first quarter. We have 
also been blessed to receive £1,000 in donations. So along with the 
£700 that was raised at the film night we have managed to save £1,700.  
This has been moved into the Church’s savings account. So, alongside 
the £2,995 in the Treasure’s account, we’ve had a fantastic start to 2018.

In addition to controlling expenditure we have successfully claimed over 
£5000 back from HMRC through the 2 gift aid schemes. This is a huge 
amount which gives the Church finances a massive boast. I would like to 
thank Jack Pawson for all his help with claiming this money back as it is 
not an easy task.

Few more standing orders have also been set up – equating to an 
additional £100 per month / £1200 per year.  This all helps to provide a 
guaranteed income for the Church each month.

My next update will cover the second quarter of this year’s finances.



Fund Raising 

The Film Night, Mama Mia, held in February was a great success and raised 
£734. Another Film Night is being planned for later in the year. Watch this space!

Saturday 12th May - Belcanto
Our latest event was a concert by the Kettering-based Belcanto, 
A Female Voice Choir. Their international reputation is well deserved and they 
kept us spellbound all evening with a 
concert that included classical, 
contemporary and gospel music, along 
with some wonderful soloists. A lovely 
night and another great fundraiser.

Friday 8th June – Atlantic Crossing 
For those of you who have enjoyed 
the recent article’s in Keystone about 
Rob’s Atlantic sailing adventure, he’ll 
be telling the full story in a talk on 
Friday 8th June at 7pm in the Church 
Hall. Hope you can join us.            Belcanto were bellissimo!
Friday 6th July – Organ Recital 
To kick start our 80th anniversary weekend we are having an Organ Recital by 
Dr Peter Litman.  Some of you may remember Peter, who as a 14-year-old 
schoolboy was our organist in the 1990s. After studying music at Canterbury 
University, he has had a distinguished career in music.  
He is now Organist and Musical Director at St German’s Cathedral on Isle of 
Man. He has a varied programme of music and it would be lovely to have a good 
turn out as he has kindly offered his services to raise 
money for the church.  Tickets will be £8 including refreshments.

Saturday 28th July – Summer BBQ 
Put on your sunscreen and sunglasses for the Summer Barbeque at 
St Andrew’s! Fun, games, food and fellowship will all be on the menu for a great 
afternoon in our beautiful gardens.

We have a varied programme of events throughout the coming year which I am 
sure you will enjoy. Many thanks as usual for all your support 
Yvonne Lambert 

A church hall full of Super Troupers (and more than a few
Dancing Queens) shared a great evening at the Film Night.

We are delighted to welcome Mia to St Andrew’s as 
part of her volunteering section of the Bronze Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award scheme. She will be in and 
around Church and is always ready to chat about 
what she is doing.

A Bronze DofE programme can be started at 14 (or 
nearly 14, which sometimes happens when friends 
decide to start the adventure together. 

A Bronze DofE programme has 4 sections, 
Volunteering, Physical, Skills and Expedition. A 
minimum of 3 months activity is required for each 
of the Volunteering, Physical and Skills sections, 

and plan, train for and do a 2 day (1 night) Expedition. Also an extra three months 
on one of the Volunteering, Physical or Skills section required. It will usually take 
at least 6 months to complete a Bronze programme.

We wish Mia lot’s of luck in her programme and will post updates.

Mia takes on Duke of Edinburgh Award



Sharing your survey feedback
At the end of last year we held our first church-family meeting in the hall. It was 
a great opportunity for everyone to exchange views on all aspects of church 
life, from hymnbooks to hours of worship, screens to Sacraments. It was a lively 
debate, full of often contrasting opinions and thoughts, which gave a voice to 
everyone and helped us to share ideas, concerns and preferences.
It was suggested that it would be a good idea to capture some of these views 
through a survey, so a questionnaire was opened in April and March in paper 
and electronic copies, on the website and by email. Here’s a brief summary of 
the results. The full survey will be available shortly.

How satisfied are you with the current way information is given?

How would you prefer to be communicated to in future?
(multiple answers were accepted)

   

How do you feel about the use of technology?

How would you like to be consulted on any proposed changes?
(multiple answers were accepted)

By Survey  58%
By Focus Group 42%
By Suggestion Box 47%
How satisfied are you with way recent changes were introduced?

Would you like a quiet time before the service?

With organ music:  With other music:   No quiet time:   

41% 41% 18%  
What time would you prefer the Sunday Service to begin?

90%
would prefer a 
consistent time 
throughout the year 

9am

10am

11am

10.30am

  9.00 am   5%
10.00 am 20%
10.30 am 40%
11.00 am 35%
    
 

Very Satisfied
Satisfied

Neither
Dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

33%
39%
11%
17%
0%

72%
Very Satisfied or 
Satisfied

70%
Very Satisfied or 
Satisfied

Very Satisfied
Satisfied

Neither
Dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

65%
5%
0%

20%
10%

63%
Very Satisfied or 
Satisfied

Very Satisfied
Satisfied

Neither
Dissatisfied

Very dissatisfied

37%
26%
16%

10.5%
10.5%

84%
47%
47%
47%
42%
21%
5%

Keystone 
Intimations

Noticeboard 
Email

Social Media
Meetings with Minister

Newsletter

The wide range of 
responses here 
suggests we are 
keen to receive our
communication in a 
variety of forms



In 2004/5 Russian cosmonaut Salizhan Sharipov and US astronaut 
Leroy Chiao found 50 snails in the regular cargo sent up to the 
International Space Station they were manning. The snails were to help 
in the investigation into the effects of weightlessness, but they were 
valuable in another way too. 

“The cosmonauts said that even an experiment of growing beans on the 
station was a serious psychological support for them, and experiments 
with living creatures could prove an even better one,” the Roscosmos 
space agency said. 

Surrounded for weeks on end by the inanimate objects which ensured 
their safety, the astronauts felt the need for signs of life, of things which 
grow and change, even if some of that growth took place behind a shell. 

Having living things around us contributes to our wellbeing too and 
seeing growth in other people is a stimulating part of what keeps our 
lives interesting. 

As Jesus developed his relationship with his disciples, he must have 
longed for them to grow into that awareness of what he was about, that 
would then enable them to continue his work. The gospels imply that in 
fact they understood very little at the time, but afterwards their behaviour 
suggests much change must have been going on under the surface.

Let’s be grateful today for changes that are taking place in our church 
and in our lives and in the lives of those we are close to. Many will be 
very gradual and others so deep they’re not immediately obvious. 
Christians will want that change to result from their attempt to grapple 
with what Jesus’ ministry was all about, but for everyone, it’s a sign of life  
and an encouragement for them and for those around them.

Churches Together for Holy Week
This year the Churches in Corby really came together to mark Holy Week in 
the Town Centre. Each day was marked by a Christian presence opposite 
McDonnald’s. Different congregations took responsibility for each day and 
lots of people provided help and support. 
On Monday it was the folk from St Columba’s that handed out invitations 
to the Good Friday Event. On Tuesday the folk from Hope Church set up 
a prayer and healing corner and were surprised by the number of folk that 
approached them.
St John’s Church took on Wednesday once again issuing invitations and 
offering prayer. Thursday saw St Ninian’s giving out viola plants and 
bookmarks pointing out the significance of the Garden of Gethsemane. 
The St Ninian’s folk were touched by the thanks and appreciation that 
they got for their small gift.

Good Friday was the main celebration, a march through the town, with 
pop-up drama along the way. A Garden of Gethsemane was formed out of 
the blue, and a praying Jesus asked disciples sleeping outside shops 
‘if they could not stay awake’. To the consternation of some, a group of 
Hi-Vis clad fellows then marched Jesus through the town to a trial scene 
where, after the cock crowed, the crowd bayed for Jesus’ crucifixion. Now 
carrying his cross, Jesus made his way to the end of his journey.
Living Faith Temple singers and Hope Church sound engineers provided the 
arrangements for a short service of worship that was addressed by Revd. 
Paul Frost who explained just what it was that Jesus had done.

The next major Churches Together event will be the Summer Picnic in Coronation 
Park provisionally booked for the 15th July in the late afternoon. 

Witnessing growth is what makes us human



NOTICES
   
DEATHS

February   
John Gerard Milne 
Darren Madden

March
William (Willie) Docherty   
April 
Elizabeth Stevenson   
 

Scottish Country Dance Club

Winter seems to have been very long-drawn-out this year but, with the longer 
evenings, we hope spring has arrived at last! Despite several spells of snow, 
only one of our Wednesday evenings has had to be cancelled.

Since I last wrote, I am sorry to report the death of Hugh Bauchop. Hugh was 
a very enthusiastic member of our group who loved his dancing (and all things 
Scottish!) Despite increasing health problems, he was a regular attender till last 
summer. Hugh’s funeral was well attended by his dancing friends from our own 
and other clubs in the area.

As in previous years, three of us went on a dancing holiday at the end of Feb-
ruary – luckily missing ‘the beast from the east’! This year we were in Portugal 
and although the weather wasn’t as warm and sunny as usual, it didn’t stop us 
exploring the local area by day and then enjoying an evening of dancing. It’s 
always a good to meet up with friends we only see once a year and to make 
new friends.

For the keen dancers among us, the weeks up until mid-June offer lots of oppor-
tunities for dancing as many clubs hold their annual dances. Whenever possible, 
several of us try to support these. We are only too aware that all clubs/societies 
are suffering reduced numbers and by supporting our neighbouring clubs, we 
hope they will reciprocate when we hold our annual dance.

Our summer break will start in early July and by September we will be keen to 
get dancing again!

Eileen Smith  Secretary

A Slice of Humour 

Two boys were walking home from church after 

hearing a strong preaching on the devil. One said to the 

other, “What do you think about all this Satan stuff?”

The other boy replied, “Well, you know how Santa Claus 

turned out. It’s probably just your dad”

A few thank you’s

Brill Carpets   (07958 285639)  
(for laying the Hall carpets)

Corvee Services  (01536 680920)
(for our gas inspection)

Quantum Print    (01536 408392)
(for printing Keystone)

And Finally.....

This piece of street-art in London’s West End 
caught my eye the other day. It really made me 
think. If Jesus came to us today and joined the 
thousands of disenfranchised and homeless on 
our streets, would we notice him, or simply walk 
on by like the guy in my photo? 



St Andrew’s Church of Scotland 
Occupation Road Corby NN17 1EB

Sunday Services held weekly at 10.30 am.

Communion Services held on the 1st Sunday 
of March, June, September and 19th November
Regististered Charity No. SCO43458

Useful Telephone Numbers:

Minister and Moderator Rev Norman Nicoll 07930 988863
    NNicoll@churchofscotland.org.uk
Kirk Session Acting Clerk John Wiseman 01536 395382
Treasurer    Emma Burton        07966 966768  

Team Leaders 
Finance                Lella McLean         07982 249995 
Property               Sarah Farrow     07952 636093
    property.standrews@outlook.com
Stewardship   Margaret Callaghan    01858 464370  
Pastoral Affairs    Margeret Myles           01536 267554
Outreach              Elaine Milligan          01536 205259
Educational          Elaine Milligan          01536 205259
Publicity               Jack Pawson        01536 770953
Gift Aid Convener            Jack Pawson        01536 770953
Free Will Offering Convener  John Wiseman 01536 395382
Hall Convener             Jack Pawson       01536 770953
Scottish Country Dancing Eileen Smith  01536 515460

standrewschurchofscotlandcorby.com

PRINT OR DIGITAL?

We’re trying to do our bit for the environment, 
so if you like your news electronically, just 
e-mail rjhawkins@btconnect.com and we’ll 
send it to you by e-mail. 
It’s also available to download on the 
St Andrews website.
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