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Ok, hands-up everyone that managed to keep last year’s Resolutions.
No? Nor me! It doesn’t seem that long ago that we were making them
does it? But another year has gone by, with all the ups and downs that it
brought us all. The clocks have gone back and we’re now into the
shorter, darker days of Winter. Our clothes are heavier, their colours are
more sombre and we trudge about in the cold, under grey and brooding
skies.
Or do we? It’s easy to lose sight of the fact that we get some of the
brightest days in winter, when the crystal clear skies are a deep vibrant
blue that you never get to see in summertime. Whilst it might be cold
outside, we get to enjoy more time snuggled up warm inside, catching up
with friends and family, without the pressure to ‘get out and go
somewhere’ that we often feel in the warmer months.
So winter has its hidden gems, we just have to know where to look.
While I was researching images for this edition of Keystone I typed into
an Image Library a search for ‘Christian Christmas’ images. No luck.
I tried again, just using just the word ‘Christian’, up came a load of
images of crosses and bibles and happy people. So I typed in the word
‘Christmas’ and sure enough, up came more pictures of Santa, mince
pies and brightly wrapped presents than you could shake a stick at.
So it seems that today, the concepts of Christmas and Christianity are not
inseparable. And yet, just as the real joy of winter is in appreciating the
uniquely good things that are at its heart, the real joy of Christmas is still
to be found in the Christian faith and the birth of Jesus. Enjoy!

A letter from
the Manse...
During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on
the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were
terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus
immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
“Come,” he said. (Matthew 14:25-29)
In recent weeks our Bible Study Group not only has been growing in
numbers; there have been shoots of growth in faith and fellowship.
Our recent study was based on a book entitled ‘If You Want To Walk On
Water, You’ve Got To Get Out Of The Boat’ by John Ortberg and that
well-known passage from Matthew’s gospel about Jesus walking on
water and Peter responding in faith to the call from Jesus to get out of
the boat and to come to him, which Peter did.
Peter walked on water. He did something amazing. And he was doing
just fine, until he took His eyes off Jesus and started looking at the
situation around him. He lost focus. He lost trust.
Peter didn’t fail, because at least he responded to Jesus’ call whereas
the other eleven disciples stayed put in their comfort zone, the safety of
the boat.
Peter however, had enough faith to step out of the boat as he responded
to the call of Jesus.
The older I get, the less I want to take risks. How about you? Do you
have the kind of faith that would enable you to step out of the boat or do
you avoid taking risks at all costs? Many of us are reluctant to step out of
our comfort zones in case we fail, get hurt, or look stupid. But if we allow
that fear to bind us, we’ll end up afraid to do anything.
A cautious attitude in your spiritual life can result in procrastination, which
then can lead down a slippery slope to disobedience.

Living a life of faith requires taking risks. We need to learn to trust Jesus
as we choose to give Him our life.
When Jesus rescued Peter, He asked him why he doubted because,
I believe, like any good teacher, Jesus wanted Peter to learn from this
experience so that he could grow in spiritual maturity.
Make no mistake. Peter was a success. Yes, he felt the fear, but still he
responded to the call of Jesus.
There are storms in every life. Sometimes Jesus asks us to walk through
them. Sometimes it seems like He is asking us to do the impossible, to
walk on water, or in many cases, to have faith and not doubt, to stay
strong and focus on Him. Like Peter, the goal in the storm is to stay
focused on Him. And like Peter, we need to listen to His voice of encouragement and trust him.
This powerful story is a wonderful reminder that Jesus is always with
you, and He will suspend natural laws to reach out to you and save you.
My prayer is that this Christmas you will step out of your comfort zone
and come join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, Immanuel (God with
us), our Saviour and continue to live life keeping our focus on him.

Rev. Norman Nicoll

Palestine Veteran’s last parade
On Saturday 20th October at 1pm, the members of the Palestine
Veterans Association (often referred to as the Forgotten Army) came to
attention for the last time. The
Last Post sounded to commemorate the 784 comrades who were
lost to Britian’s disastrous policy
in Palestine between 1945 and
1948, trying to keep the peace
between Arabs and Jews before
the creation of Isreal in 1948.
Bill Smith who served with the
Parachute Regiment, has attended the memorial service at Eden
Camp in Yorkshire with his family
for almost twenty years, but with
the youngest member now being
89, it was felt that the time had finally come for the men and women of
the PVA to stand down, 70 years after the end of the British mandate.
It was a proud moment to watch these old warriors pay their respects
one last time and to remember their sacrifice.

Chloé and Chris are
on the case!

A couple of weeks ago Chris Vickers
came into church to advise us all how
to stay safe in our homes. He was
met at the doorway by Chloé who
quickly took custody of his cap and
hancuffs!

Ride & Stride

The weather forecast looked bleak in the week approaching the Ride
& Stride Challenge, but on the day, the wind calmed down and the rain
stayed away. The challenge is to visit as many churches in your local
area as possible by bike (or walking) and Craig and I had set ourselves
the task of visiting every church on the Corby listing.
We had a lovely day, starting way
out in Lowick and working our
way into and around Corby before
heading out to the Welland Valley
villages before heading back to
St Andrew’s to finish. While we’d
been away our St Andrew’s had
been visited by a few intrepid
travellors, although I think the
forecast had put many off setting
out! We cycled 42 miles and only
missed one church (we didn’t realise there were two in one village we
visited!). Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust’s purpose is to make
grants to churches and chapels in Northamptonshire for their preservation, repair and improvement. The challenge was a great way to raise
funds for both them and St Andrew’s as well to gain access to grants.

St Andrew’s is on Facebook!

Social Media networks are a potentially brilliant way for St Andrew’s to
engage with the community. Younger generations, who have grown up
with them, often see these as their main source of information and more
and more, older generations are using them as a great way to stay in
touch (our own Vida Brown is a great Facebook contributor!). It’s brilliant
then, that we’ve started our own St Andrew’s Facebook page to let the
world know what we’re up to. We’re just dipping our toes in the water at
the moment, but we already regularly reach between 100 and 400
people with our posts. It’s a great way of spreading the word and as people regularly share our messages and pictures with friends, we can often
reach more people than we actually know! So why not look us up and
Share, Like, or Comment.

Bits and pieces
from your Acting
Session Clerk
John Wiseman

Timing of Sunday services
At the September meeting of the Kirk Session, Rob Hawkins reported on
the correlated results from the Congregational Survey and advised that
some 90% wished for a fixed time for services throughout the year and
some 65% preferred earlier services such as 10.30am or earlier. As a
result, it was agreed by the Kirk Session that Sunday services
throughout the year would continue at 10.30am.
Final Sacrament of Holy Communion service in 2018
Can I remind you that, so as not to conflict with or interrupt the very
important season of Advent, the final Communion service in the year has
been brought forward from the First Sunday in December and it will now
be held on Sunday November 18th at 10.30am.
Visit of the Moderator of the General Assembly
One of the important parts of a Moderatorial year is for the incumbent to
visit four Presbyteries across Scotland and beyond. The present Moderator, the Right Rev. Susan Brown, is scheduled before her year of
office comes to a close in May 2019 to pay visits to the Presbyteries of
Hamilton, Kirkcaldy, Annandale & Eskdale and finally the Presbytery of
England. During her time in our Presbytery, Rt. Rev. Brown will pay visits
to Guernsey, Jersey, Corby and Newcastle. At present, the draft itinerary
suggests that the Moderator will preach here in St. Andrew’s on Sunday,
7th April 2019 but more details will be forthcoming as we get closer to the
visit.
Mrs Brown brings 32 years of experience as a Highland minister to the
role, having started her career as a fully-fledged minister at Killearnan on
the Black Isle, spending 13 years there before moving to Dornoch Cathedral, her charge at the time of taking over as Moderator. Until now Mrs
Brown was probably best known as the minister who married Madonna
and Guy Ritchie in December 2000 and baptised their son Rocco. A keen

outdoors-woman who walks her black Labrador, Finnbar every day, Mrs
Brown brings her love of getting out and about to the role of Moderator.
“My theme during the year is walking alongside people,” she says. “When
you walk alongside people, you listen and you exchange stories. It gives us
a chance to talk more deeply than when we are face to face.
Deliberately making the time to walk in our communities, praying as we go,
talking with those we meet, listening to the stories of friends and strangers
alike, seems to me to be following in Jesus’ footsteps. Your faith is
supposed to be a whole body experience. It’s not just your head or your
heart, it is every part of you. It’s body, mind and spirit”.
Presbytery
A report from the meeting of the Presbytery of England on Saturday 13th
October will be displayed on the notice board in the Hall once it is
available.
Reducing my workload
It was, with some mixed feelings, that I advised the Kirk Session at its last
meeting that I wished to start cutting back on the tasks that I am presently
undertaking for our Church. I stated that, in the first instance, I wanted to
step down as Acting Church Officer and I am delighted to advise that Colin
Capon has agreed to take over this role and he will have my full help and
support as he assumes the position. I am also looking to stand down as
Roll Keeper, a job I took over from the late Hugh Neilson some 16 years
ago – if anyone is interested in undertaking this role, I will be pleased to
speak to them about what it entails.
As I do not want to leave myself with no involvement with the work of the
Church, I advised the Kirk Session that I am prepared to continue in the
role of Freewill Offering Convener, something that I have enjoyed doing
over the last 45 years.
Finally, I gave notice that I would wish to stand down from the role of
Session Clerk (or Acting Session Clerk as I have always light-heartedly
called myself) by the end of 2019 at the latest. This is not, in itself, a
particularly onerous job and I told the Kirk Session and the Moderator that
I would be more than willing and prepared to work alongside someone to
assist them in discovering what is entailed in the role and in taking over.
Please give careful thought to taking on this position and, if anyone would
like more information, I would be happy to speak to them about it.

Fund Raising and Savings - How we’ve done this year.
How we’ve raised money
Quarter 1

Donation			
Donation for Hall (Mrs Millard)
Film Night (Mama Mia)		
Funeral Donation (WD)		
Quarter 2

Belcanto Concert		
Funeral Donation (WD)		
Sonsored Walk Scotland
Shares return			
Atlantic Sailing Talk		
Quarter 3

Church BBQ			
Ride & Stride			
Quarter 4

£526
£81
£550
£794
£115

A Deadly A Fayre		
Film Night 2 (Jungle Book)
Corby MVC Concert		

£210
£459
To come

TOTAL INCOME (to date)

£5,537

What we’ve been able to
do as a result
Church Hall - Entrance,
Lounge, Study, toilets (&
Heating), external lighting
Skip Hire & Tuesday Club

Where we’ve saved money
WORK DONE		

We’re hanging
in there!

£500
£500
£700
£894

£105
£103

COST SAVING

Gas Safety Check
FOC
Doors Fitted		
FOC
Paint Lounge		
FOC
Tiling Ladies Toilet
FOC
Railings painted		
FOC
New Microwave		
£90
WIFI (Sponsored for year)
Keystone (Sponsored for year)
Plumbing at Manse
FOC
Plumber (Leak in Hall) FOC
External Blue notices FOC
New Locks		
£362
Electical Supplies
& Labour		
FOC

£500
£100
£120
£250
£200
£90
£200
£400
£200
£125
£75
£130

TOTAL SAVINGS (to date)

£3,040

£650

Finance Report
Emma Burton. Treasurer

Roof Repairs
(Hall & Church)
Sound System
(part funded)

TOTAL INCOME FOR JAN - AUGUST 		

£35,465.03

TOTAL EXPENDITURE FOR JAN - AUGUST

£35,335.40

THE CHURCH IS IN THE BLACK BY 		

£129.63!

We are hanging in there by the skin of our teeth! But we are still in the
black. So still a positive. As my Gran always said “if you look after the
coppers the pounds will take care of themselves”
August and September have been our poorest months so far this year
in terms of income. I think this is partly due to the fact lots of us have
enjoyed the fantastic weather we have had this summer and taken the
opportunity to go on holiday.
Our church needs an average of £4,000 per month so if we fall short of
this income we start eating into our savings. So I am hoping that
October, November and December brings some good fortune for the
savings copper pot!
We have a large bill coming our way, which is an essential repair to the
Church roof and the Church Hall’s roof. This expense has taken a large
chunk out of our savings so I would like to ask all members of the
congregation to get behind the Fundraising events that we have planned
over the next few months. As these events will all help to pay for the
essential work required to keep our beautiful Church going.
One final thing from me – if anyone is interested in joining the Finance
team please don’t hesitate in coming to have a chat with either Lella or
myself. New members are always welcome.
My next report will cover the full end of year figures.

A Journey To Faith
The earliest memory I have of ‘faith’ was when I was in primary school. A
Minister came to discuss Jesus with us. I didn’t think very much of it at all
because I was raised in a family where religion wasn’t something we spoke
about.
I spent most of my time outside school with my grandparents because my dad
worked away and my mum worked long hours, we never went to church. None
of my friends parents went either, it just didn’t have a place in our lives. When I
think back to the Minister’s visit, I believe this was my first encounter with God
trying to speak to me. Maybe if I had asked my parents about going to church
they would have taken me; only God knows how that one would have panned
out for me back then.
Growing up through the Academy you barely heard anything about Christianity
because schools then became a bit more politically correct and you had to go
through all religions, but not touch any of them in depth. God would have had a
hard time finding an opportunity to enter my life at this point.
When I turned 16 I went over to Oman for two and half years with my parents
for my dad’s work. Over there it was a completely different story. Religion was
everywhere, not Christianity but Islam; mosques all over the place, people
talking about ‘Allah,’ with deep respect and a true belief and teenagers in my
school would be fasting for Ramadan as young as 11 years old. To me this was
strange but yet it made me question why over there Islam is so prominent but in
the UK Christianity was rapidly dying and the only times we would hear of Jesus
or God’s name was through someone using it to curse, or in a way that was
completely misinformed.
We had a girl in school named Nayla, who was an incredible artist. One day
when we had a free period I asked her to draw a picture of Jesus on my arm.
At that point I thought I was just trying to be controversial in a place where Islam
was so in your face, but now I believe it was God knocking at my door wanting
to come in.
When I returned to the UK I started work at Vision Express up in Aberdeen.
I had worked there a couple of years when I believe another one of God’s
messengers came to speak to me. I can remember her as if it was just
yesterday. Mrs Millichip lived not too far from me; the bus I used when I needed
to get to work or to get to Aberdeen city centre went through her village. We got
talking during her eye test about Oman and religion, when she asked me about
God and my thoughts of attending her church. I gave my usual response when
someone asks me to attend somewhere they recommend, ‘oh yes I will do that
sometime when I get a chance,’ with very little intent of following through if I’m
being perfectly honest.

She left the store and that was the last I thought of it.
Not long after this I was on a lunch break looking around the shops just to get
some time away from work and it was coming up for one of my birthdays. I went
into Ernest Jones and came across a chain necklace with Jesus on a crucifix. At
this point I didn’t know much at all about why on some crosses Jesus was on it
and others he wasn’t. All I knew was that I liked it so much I asked someone to
get me it as my birthday present. A few months later I was heading to Aberdeen
to go spend time with friends when I had this overwhelming urge as I was going
through Mrs Millichip’s village to get off the bus and go to her church Sunday
service. I had no intentions that day of attending church and yet I did and found
it wasn’t what I had expected. It was actually quite enlightening and related to
certain aspects of my life.
I didn’t really persevere though and just resumed the normal status quo of
coasting through life doing what most people my age did; driving,
going out with friends, playing football and wasting money on things I didn’t
need.
From my late teens to my early twenties I was not the same person I am now,
- not even close. I didn’t have much in the way of respect for people or things
in my life. Don’t get me wrong, I was never the type of person to go out of my
way to hurt people intentionally but if I upset someone because of my actions I
never lost sleep over it and moved on with my life with very little hesitation. Then
out of nowhere my life changed completely. At the age of twenty four I became
a father. To most people this would be such exciting news, but to me this was
anything but. I had know the girl from school and our baby was the result of a
chance encounter.
Out of the blue one day I got a call saying I was going to be a dad. I can’t
describe fully how you feel when you get a phone call like that. At first I was very
much against the whole thing and I was very nasty and malicious about it,
however, I came round not too long after and knew I needed to step up and
change my ways and I did. Sophia was born on 2nd February 2015.
When she was four weeks old I was told I could not see her again and that I was
not wanted in her life. This began an emotional rollercoaster as her mother
alternately allowed me into my daughter’s life and then barred me from seeing
her.
I would have loved to be a more steady presence for my daughter but this was
beyond my control and took a great toll on me mentally and financially. I used
the majority of my savings to get stuff for Sophia and to pay the solicitor fees to
get to see her.
							(Continued overleaf)

A Journey of Faith (Continued)

Growing up I was very fortunate in the sense of I had a loving family who was
always there and many friends or so I thought. I had never felt as alone in my
entire life as I did through these times. My parents were still in the Middle East
and although I spoke to my brother and sister we didn’t really go into the
emotional impact everything was having on me other than the anger I felt. My
previously large group of friends narrowed to just two who did not abandon me
while things were getting tough; one of which was six hundred miles away
Life as I knew it was slowly just crumbling away and I was getting into a very dark
place. Then one night when I was at my lowest, I was ready to take my life. To
some this may seem a bit extreme but I cannot describe to anyone how dark the
hole I was in was. I thought that no one cared about me, my debts were piling up
as the bills from solicitors and child maintenance kept coming through and as I
threw my remaining money into decisions I made irrationally; like the four
changes of cars as my daughter was let in and pulled out of my life. I despaired at
ever truly being a part of my little girl’s existence.
I went and stood on a bridge and I was ready to end it all with just one step over
the edge and I had full intentions to do so. Something rooted me to the spot and
it was nothing to do with me. This may sound to some like a load of nonsense
but I genuinely could not move beyond a point on the bridge. It was as if there
was a clear glass window right in front of me at the edge of the stone physically
stopping me from going over the edge. I believe with all my heart that this was
God stopping me that night; he put that block in my path because it was not my
time and I had not completed his will yet. At this stage I decided to keep moving
forward with my life as I felt something was out there waiting for me.
A few weeks later I started talking with Jen who most of you will know is my wife
now. We worked together for a number of months but never really spoke much
about meaningful things it was always just having a laugh while we were at work.
That changed when she decided to get to know me and for the first time in my
entire life I opened up to someone fully. She managed to get every ounce of
emotion that I was feeling out and she was guiding me back to the light.
This is where my faith really started to come out as she introduced me to The
Nicoll Family. Norman and I had a few deep discussions at the start of Jen and
I’s relationship – I imagine so he could figure out if I was good enough for his little
girl. He also enquired about the crucifix I wore around my neck and my family’s
views in regards to faith. I then started to attend more of Norman’s services and
not too long after this I was given my first bible by him and Trish as they
encouraged my learning. I started to read bits from it and to begin with not much
made sense, but the more I read and the more services I went to, the more I
wanted (and still want) to learn. So I chose to commit my life to God by getting
baptised in July 2016.

Since then I have tried my best to stay on God’s path
and listen for what he is telling me so that I am not just
a Christian but a follower of Christ.
I moved to the Scottish Borders in February 2017
where I have become a member at Kelso North &
Ednam Church.I have even put together my own
service which I hope to be taking in December.
Now, when I look back through my life I see how much
God’s presence has been there and how much he
has been knocking at my door wanting me to open it.
There are times I have felt so alone, but not anymore.
I know that no matter where I am or what I am doing,
God is there with me. Sometimes the presence isn’t as clear, but other times he
couldn’t be any louder. God does want to talk to us we just have to
remember to listen. I realised God was in my life because someone cared
enough to listen to me. So I ask anyone who reads this, even if you think
someone has many people in their lives, take the time to listen to them and ask
anyway - you never know if they are someone like me.
In Jeremiah 29:11 it says ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord,
‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future’.
Thank you. Craig Stewart

St Andrew’s Church Scottish Country Dancing
After a lovely few weeks of ‘real’ summer weather, September saw us back in harness for
another term of Scottish Country Dancing. It is always a pleasure to meet up again and
exchange news!
Due to the aging profile of our members, it is always something of a concern when we
return after a break as to whether we have a sufficient number to carry on. However, I’m
pleased to say that, for the moment at least, we can raise a set each week – so we keep
going! We are constantly hearing that dancing is an excellent form of exercise – for brain
as well as body – so it is important that we provide the opportunity for our loyal members
to remain active in this way.
September and October are busy months for us dancers as many of the clubs in our
dancing circle are holding social dances and we support as many of those as we can.
Looking to the future we will have our usual pre-Christmas ‘bring and share’ supper on
Wednesday 5th December and start back again (if weather allows) on January 9th. We
wish you all a peaceful Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year.
Eileen Smith, secretary

Launde Abbey

a place of peace and history
Elaine Milligan
I had the opportunity this summer to visit Laude Abbey which is situated on the
Leicester/Rutland border not too far away from Corby.
Launde Abbey is a place of welcome for everyone: Christians, people of all
faiths, those who have none, and those who are searching. They offer retreats if
desired in order to create time for people to make the next stage of their spiritual
journey in a place of acceptance.
Launde Abbey is set in 450 acres of beautiful parkland and is a residential
Retreat House and Conference Centre that can be visited to meet with friends
and have lunch or to explore their extensive cultivated gardens and has a quiet
and peaceful 12th Century Chapel. The Chapel is all that remains of the
Augustinian Priory that was founded here in 1119.
The Launde Community is sustained by a daily rhythm of prayer and worship
which is open to all visitors, keeping alive the monastic tradition providing a
unique atmosphere and prayer, valued out by its many visitors.
Launde Abbey was founded as an Augustinian priory in 1119 by Richard
Basset, a royal official of Henry I. During the first century of its life the
community buildings, cloister and garth were built, including an imposing church
(of which one side chapel still survives, now used as the Chapel at the
present-day Abbey). The original priory was surrounded by a minor royal forest
centred on the valley of the River Chater. In the mid thirteenth century the Abbot
requested permission to create a deer park, since this forest was contracting in
size; the land around Launde continued to be used as a park until the
dissolution of the monasteries in the early 16th century.
Thomas Cromwell, Henry VIII’s chief minister responsible for the dissolution of
the monasteries, found Launde’s location very desirable. After visiting the priory
in April 1540 he wrote in his Remembrances (a kind of personal journal) “Myself
for Launde,” although he never occupied the house as he was executed just
three months later for treason. His son Gregory, however, had kept royal favour
– no doubt helped by his marriage to Elizabeth Seymour, sister to Henry VIII’s
beloved wife Jane – and lived at Launde Abbey with Elizabeth for ten years;
during this time he had some of the dilapidated monastic buildings restored
or rebuilt. Gregory was buried at Launde and a monument erected by his wife
remains in the Chapel to this day; Nikolaus Pevsner described it as “one of the
purest monuments of the early Renaissance in England.”

The Cromwell family lived at Launde until the end of the 16th century and then, for
the next three centuries, the house passed through the hands of various owners:
the Smiths (who probably began the process of dismantling the original monastery and building the present manor house), followed by the Halfords, Clarkes,
Simpsons and Dawsons. This latter family engaged Thomas Rickman to embark
on an extensive restoration of the house in the mid nineteenth century.
The Chapel is the
only part left of
the original Priory
Church and dates
mainly to the 12th
and 13th centuries.
The oriinal Priory
Church was three
and a half times the
width and extended
a chapel’s length
into the gardens and
then along the side
of the house and half
way up the drive. The stained glass windows are particularly notable — the three
large windows above the altar and the small windows on the south side wall date
to about 1435. The monument to Gregory Cromwell, which is to the left of the
altar, dates to 1551.
The Oak Room dates at least to the 1550’s although
the bay window was added in the 1630’s. When the
room was renewed by Thomas Rickman in the
nineteenth century he took the panelling from another
house and installed it here. There are three fire places
that he has used to create the present fireplace — two
stone and then the wooden surround. There are three
dates in the room. There is a small painting of
Thomas Cromwell on the wall.
The House Drawing Room is used as one of the meeting rooms for those who
come to stay at Launde. It would have been used in the Victorian period as the
Drawing Room by the family of the house. They would have sat in here during the
day or in the evening.
If you are visiting a local attraction or perhaps one of the market towns of
Oakham, Stamford or Uppingham why not make a visit to Launde Abbey as part
of your day out, perhaps calling in for coffee, afternoon tea or even lunch? I am
sure you will be in for a pleasant surprise

Social and Fundraising Events
Murder & Mystery
We shared a hilarious night with The Hammitups as they acted out
dastardly deeds and murderous goings-on for us to act as detectives and
solve the crime. Our tables of potential sleuths were all more Clouseau
than Poirot I’m afraid,
but we had great fun
trying to make sense of
the cast’s crazy antics
and alibis. I’m not sure
in the end if anyone
had a clue, but we all
had a brilliant laugh.

Jungle Book
‘I want to be a man, Man Cub,’ we
all sang out loud as we watched
this Disney favourite at our
second Film Night in the Hall.
Balloon trees
and inflatable
animals set the
scene and we
were soon all
spelbound by this classic film made in (amazingly)
1968. No computer graphics here, just good old
fashioned, hand-drawn animation.

And coming up next...
The Corby Male Voice Choir Christmas Concert.
This brillant annual event is on Friday 7th December at 7.30pm.
Tickets are available at £8 (including festive light refreshments)

Happy Birthday Paddington Bear!
Elaine Milligan
Padding Bear made his first appearance 60 years ago, on 13th October
1958, when the book A Bear called Paddington, by Michael Bond, was
published.
Paddington of course is a fictional, anthropomorphized bear who has
featured in more than 20 books that have been translated into 30
languages and have sold more than 30 million copies. He has also
starred in two major films and has been described as a worthy
successor to Winnie the Pooh.
Although Paddington comes from darkest
Peru, and not from heaven, he possesses
many of the characteristics that St Paul from
the New Testament tells us that
followers of Jesus, should live by and
possess in his letter to the Galatians
Chapter 5 v 22, “The Fruit of the Spirit is
Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and
self-Control.”
Paddington is not perfect, and although
falling short in some area, as we all do, he
does often get the wrong end of the stick…..
nevertheless, he is always polite,
kind-hearted, hospitable, generous
and loving.
One could even imagine Jesus giving some people the Paddington
“hard-stare”, though it does not appear to be mentioned in the New
Testament. Paddington Brown - to give him the name of his adopted
family also has the gift of transforming other people’s lives through his
own goodness.

The Church Teams event
‘Your Church needs you’, to mis-quote Lord Kitchener on the the 1914
wartime poster. It’s not always obvious, I know. Everything seems to get
done - the finances seem to tick along, the hall gets used, fundraisers
and social events get organised and there’s always someone to make
tea after the Sunday service. So why does the church need you? How
could you help? The truth is, in almost any and every way.
We’re a small church that needs a little bit of help from as many people
possible to keep it moving forwards.
What can be hard work for a small
number of people, can be really easy
for a larger team. The more help we
have, the more we can achieve.
Some of us may have never felt
comfortable in volunteering, others
may feel they’ve already done our
bit, but everyone can play a vital part,
however small, in the future of
St Andrew’s.
It’s not even just about lightening the
load (although many hands definitely
do make light work!), it’s also about
being part of what makes the church tick. We’ve all got something to
offer and it doesn’t have to mean a big commitment.
The church has what’s called a Unitary Constitution, which simply put,
means we have various ‘teams’ to look after different parts of church life
on a day-to day basis - Finance, Outreach, Pastoral Care, Property and
Communications. You can join any team, at any level of commitment. It
doesn’t mean lots of meetings - each team just has four or five objectives
a year, which keeps things nice and simple.
On Sunday 18th November, the teams will be in the Church Hall after
the service discussing what they get up to. Please pop in and have a
chat. Unlike Lord Kitchener, I promise they won’t force you to join up, but
I’m sure they’d love you to volunteer if you’d like to be involved.

Christmas Services
Our services for the festive season will be held:
Advent			
				
				

December 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd
10.30am
(waiting and watching) services

Family Christmas Eve Service
				
Monday 24th December at 6pm.
Christmas Eve Watchnight Service
				
Monday 24th December at 11.30pm.
				
Short Family service		
				
				

Christmas Day
Tuesday 25th December at 10.00am.
Celebration of Jesus’ birthday

NOTICES
Deaths
August		
			
			
			
September		
			
			

Thomas Marshall
Margaret Arthurs
Thomas Hendry
Frances Martin
Richard Philp		
Margaret McCreery

St Andrew’s Church of Scotland
Occupation Road Corby NN17 1EB
Sunday Services held weekly at 10.30 am.
Communion Services held on the 1st Sunday
of March, June, September and 18th November
Registered Charity No. SCO43458

Useful Telephone Numbers:
Minister and Moderator
				

Rev Norman Nicoll 07930 988863
NNicoll@churchofscotland.org.uk

Kirk Session Acting Clerk John Wiseman

01536 395382

Treasurer 			

Emma Burton

07966 966768

Team Leaders
Finance
		
				
Property
		
				
Pastoral Affairs 		
Outreach
		
Communications
Gift Aid Convener
Free Will Offering Convener
Scottish Country Dancing

Lella McLean 		
07982 249995
Emma Burton		
07966 966768
Sarah Farrow
07952 636093
property.standrews@outlook.com
Margeret Myles
01536 267554
Rev Mike Binks
07590 507917
Rob Hawkins
01832 205020
Jack Pawson
01536 770953
John Wiseman
01536 395382
Eileen Smith		
01536 515460

standrewschurchofscotlandcorby.com
A final pearl of wisdom...
‘God doesn’t mind your church having a small
congregation. What he objects to is your
church having a small vision, for that limits
what He can do through you....God has a plan
for church growth and you have a part to play.’
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