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Welcome to the Summer edition of Keystone. In this issue you’ll read a lot
about standing up and being counted. Whether it’s through heroic figures
like Joan of Arc or Edith Cavell courageously standing up to tyranny, or
through the good example of a father, or someone getting up on a stage to
lead a praise concert or getting stuck in on jobs around the church.
We all talk a good game, but what does it
mean to really stand up and be counted?
Well Edith would probably have said it
takes Faith. Joan would almost certainly
have added that it also takes action,
sometimes radical, out-of-character
action. Because standing up to be
counted is not a passive thing. It’s an
active, sometimes uncomfortable, choice.
You deliberately draw attention to yourself
and say ‘I’m here, you can count me in!’
We can spend so much of our lives simply as observers, passively
watching things happen, without ever questioning or stopping to wonder if
we could have, by our actions, made a difference.
But maybe now is the time we all need to stand up and put our hands in
the air. The environment can’t wait. The warming globe can’t wait. Our
fractured societies can’t wait. The church can’t wait.
I was proud to see the white ribbons hanging on St Andrew’s gates to
mark our solidarity with persecuted Christain’s around the globe the
other Sunday. There we were, standing up and being counted.
And you know what? It felt good.

A letter from
the Manse...
Dear friends,
As I write this letter for the Summer issue of Keystone, I am conscious
that Father’s Day is 16 June, so this is especially for all fathers.
• Help your children know God
I showed what You are like to those You gave Me from the world. They
belonged to You, and You gave them to Me. (John 17:6)
The world is full of sons and daughters who desperately need a father
who is a spiritual leader. Is it possible your children are among them?
You can become a spiritual leader to your children by developing the
characteristics that we see in Jesus as he taught his disciples for three
years. How, you ask?
First, Jesus helped the disciples to know God.
Dads, this is your number one responsibility as a father. You need to help
your children get to know God because eternity is in the balance: life or
death, heaven or hell. It is your job to help make sure your children are
introduced to God.
Look at what Jesus says: “... they belonged to You.” He’s acknowledging
that the disciples belonged to God and reminding us that we don’t own
our children. They belong to God. He loaned them to us for a period of
time in which He wants you to parent them. Parenting, like all forms of
leadership, is really about stewardship. You learn to say, ‘God, I am the
steward of these children, whom you put into my care and I will do what
you need me to do to help them achieve their purpose.”
Notice Jesus then says, “I showed what You were like to those You gave
me.” Jesus doesn’t say, “I preached. I sermonised. I pontificated.
I lectured, so the disciples would know you.” He says, “I showed.” ie He
led by example. This is one of the most sobering truths about being a

parent. For right or wrong, for good or bad, whether you like it or not your
children’s idea of God is going to be largely determined by the kind of
father you are. You may not like that. I may not like that, but it’s the truth.
If you are an impatient and demanding father, they’re going to think God
is impatient and demanding. If you are distant and detached and
never have time for your children, they’re going to think God is distant
and detached from them. If you are inconsistent and unreliable, if you
break your promises, they’re going to think their heavenly Father is
inconsistent and unreliable and breaks His promises.
Q. What is God really like?
• God is caring
• God is close and aware of the details
• God is consistent
• God is competent
If your children are going to grow up knowing God is caring, close,
consistent, and competent, then you must be caring, close, consistent,
and competent. You must care about your children enough to show them
what God is like and show how they can become like Jesus.

Rev. Norman Nicoll

Bits and pieces
from your Acting
Session Clerk
John Wiseman

Holy Week services
St. Andrew’s celebrations for Holy Week commenced with a Palm Sunday service on Sunday, 14th April, followed on Maundy Thursday, April
18th with an evening service including Holy Communion attended by
some 20 people. The following evening, Good Friday, April 19th, some
11 members joined in a special service and then Holy Week concluded
with an Easter Day service at St. Andrew’s on Sunday, 21st April and the
congregation for this service was supplemented by a large number of
visitors and young children.
Presbytery
The Minute of the last meeting of the Presbytery of England, held on
Tuesday 12th February 2019, should be available soon but in the meantime, a copy of my notes from the meeting are displayed on the notice
board in the Hall.
Ministries & Mission Contribution
Annually, each Church in the Presbytery has to remit to Edinburgh an
agreed sum to cover their contribution to the Ministries & Mission Fund.
In 2019, the figure for St. Andrew’s has been set at £23,953. The M & M
contribution is used to provide over 720 Ministers and Parish workers in
communities throughout Scotland and further afield and assists with recruitment and training costs. However, the 2019 cost of a Parish Minister
at the top of the stipend scale is £42,912, which means that our levy only
contributes just over 50% towards the cost of Ministry at St. Andrew’s –
something for us to give some serious consideration to.

Moderator of the General Assembly
Unless one attends the General Assembly in Edinburgh as a
Commissioner, it is most unusual for a member of the Presbytery of
England to be present to hear the Moderator preach three times in the
space of 14 days but that is exactly what happened to me recently.
Despite the combined efforts of National Rail and East Midlands Trains to
make the visit extremely difficult, I, together with another four members
of St. Andrew’s were at Crown Court Church in London on Sunday 24th
March to hear the Rt. Rev. Susan Brown preach at the service
commemorating the 300th Anniversary of the Church.
Eleven days later, I was honoured to be present at the Induction service
of Rev. Dr. David Coulter to the charge of Guernsey, St. Andrew’s-in-theGrange at which the Moderator preached. I was so very pleased to be
present for this service as Rev. Dr. Coulter had, during his time as Chaplain
General to Her Majesty’s Land Forces, been such a great help to me
personally during the two vacancies that we experienced in 2006 to 2009
and then again in 2013 to 2016.
During the visit to Guernsey, I had the pleasure of being in the company of
the Moderator on a couple of occasions and found her to be such a
gracious and down-to-earth person who was obviously thoroughly enjoying
all of the visits that she was involved in during her year in office. I was then,
of course, present when she preached at St. Andrew’s on Sunday 7th April,
a date which just happened to coincide with my birthday.
John Wiseman
Sermons On-Line
Each week we record Norman’s sermon and upload it to our website.
So if you couldn’t get to church, live away or you just want to re-listen
and reflect, you can now hear each week’s sermon by simply clicking
on the tab marked Sermons.

standrewschurchofscotlandcorby.com

AllFired-Up!

In March, a few of us from St Andrew’s went to Cambridge to
see a concert. Nothing special there I guess, but this was a first
for all of us. While we’d been to lots of pop and rock events,
this was the first time any of us had been to a concert by a
Christian band.
Kelly had instigated the trip. ‘I’ve started listening to UCB
Christian Radio during the day’ she said, ‘they play some
amazing music and they’ve featured a band that has a gig in
Cambridge next month, do you fancy going?’
Not really knowing what to expect, we arrived at the venue
and made our way in. The band, ‘The Housefires’ were American and touring the UK. They had certainly attracted a big
audience. The hall was
absolutely packed with
young people (and some
just young-at-heart!).
Everyone was excited
as ‘King’s Village’ took to
the stage. They are
musicians from Arun
Church on the south
coast of England and the
music was terrific.

A great night of Worship and an amazing atmosphere

The music was accompanied by large on-screen lyrics and graphics, so
that everyone had a chance to sing along - a few die-hard fans near us
had even got their own harmonies sorted out!
We had a great night, but as beautiful as the music was, the real lasting
image of the evening for us all was the absolutely electric atmosphere of
so many young people coming together in praise. Everyone was smiling.
Singles, couples and young families were all obviously having huge fun
while celebrating their faith.

Kings Village

After a short interval and a few words from the tour’s
sponsored charity, TearFund, the headline band
“The Housefires’ came on stage. They are quite a big set-up,
with guitars, drums, violin, keyboard, percussion and
vocalists. Formed as a church band in Atlanta Georgia in 2014,
they have released four albums and numerous tours and often
hold monthly worship nights at their home church.

Both bands will be playing at the ‘Big Church Day Out’ held in Wiston in
West Sussex at the end of May, an event that attracts tens-of-thousands
of festival goers from all over the UK and Europe - take a look at this little
promotional video to get a feel for it youtu.be/TPCsPkGhak8
Now, there may be concerns about falling numbers in the church as a
whole, but what we learned in Cambridge was that young people are still
coming to Faith given the right environment and that music is one of the
ways by which they really connect.
Type 'The Housefires' or 'Kings Village' into YouTube to see them in action.

This first Quarter we have been very blessed to receive £1,000 in
donations – this has contributed to the re-vamp of the Session House
and the Hall toilets, leaving us lots to spare!

A really positive
start to the year!

If you haven’t seen the re-vamp work that has been carried out – take a
few minutes to go and have a look!

Emma Burton - Treasurer
First Quarter figures:
			
		Incoming 		
Jan		
£4,939.65		
Feb
£8,291.57		
Mar 		
£21,621.64		
Totals

£34,852.86

Outgoings 		
£5,288.89
£7,636.52		
£3,862			

Difference
- £349.24
+ £655.05
+ £17,759.64

£16,788

£18,064.86

We have had a great start to this financial year, and I’m pleased to report
that since I last spoke to your all at the S.A.M our financial position has
stayed positive.
There’s a couple of things I would like to update you on:
We have fully paid for the new sound system in the church.
We have also been able to fully pay our Presbytery dues in April – earlier
than we managed to pay them last year.
In March, we were able to successfully claim back over £4399.58 from
HMRC through the Gift Aid scheme. A huge thank you is required –
Mr Jack Pawson has been doing this tricky and time-consuming role for
a long time. Gift Aid is such an important income for the church and it
can make a huge difference. So I would like to thank Jack for taking on
this role on behalf of the Church.
Also, in March £14,137.14 has been moved from the savings account to
the Treasurer’s account. This will simplify the month accounts - limiting
the amount of accounts we manage.

The Session House before and after its facelift!
New carpet, paint, furniture and decor
were all made possible by kind donation,
with Ed and Rob provided the labour.

Next Quarter
Looking forward to the next Quarter, it is looking like a good steady
three months.
We have put in place a plan to fully utilise the Church Hall and to bring
in new income. This will help to limit any potential deficit. It will also
revitalise the Hall – a fabulous facility that deserves to be used,
otherwise it will start to cost us money. We are aiming to bring in a
variety of new groups to really try and open the hall to the
local community.
We will also be holding a meeting to organise four social events during
the Summer and Autumn months. These four events will be free - with
an option to donate and are more about the congregation coming
together socially and not purely for fundraising.
Everyone is welcome to the meeting (date to be confirmed) as we would
love to hear any ideas you have.

Joan of Arc
How far would you go to respond to God’s call on your life?
Joan of Arc, nicknamed “The Maid of Orléans,” was born in 1412 in
Domrémy, Bar, France. A national heroine of France, at age 18 she led the
French army to victory over the English at Orléans. Captured a year later,
Joan was burned at the stake as a heretic by the English and their French
collaborators. How far would you go to respond to God’s call on your life?
Joan was said to have heard heavenly voices calling her to ‘save France’
from the English and she immediately decided to obey the call……
no matter what the consequences might be.
Joan was the daughter of poor tenant farmers Jacques d’ Arc and his wife,
Isabelle. Joan learned piety and domestic skills from her mother.
Never venturing far from home, Joan took care of the animals and became
quite skilled as a seamstress. At the time of Joan of Arc’s birth, France
was embroiled in a long-running war with England known as the Hundred
Years’ War; the dispute began over who would be the heir to the French
throne. By the early 15th century, northern France was a lawless frontier
of marauding armies when Joan heard the call to rescue her country from
foreign troops. Joan eventually came to the notice of the Dauphin (later
Charles V11) who decided to make use of her ability to inspire people in this case the French to fight.
Around this time, Joan of Arc began to have mystical visions
encouraging her to lead a pious life. Over time, they became more vivid,
with the presence of heavenly Saints designating her as the saviour of
France and encouraging her to dress in white armour and to ride at the
front of the French army.
She cropped her hair and dressed in men’s clothes and joined the
campaign. Her presence and belief in her divine calling to get rid of the
English, did wonders for the morale of the troops.
The French army won many battles that winter, but Joan was captured
when King Charles VII ordered Joan of Arc to Compiègne to confront the
Burgundian assault.

During the battle, she was thrown off her horse and left outside the town’s
gates. The Burgundians took her captive and held her for several months,
negotiating with the English, who saw her as a valuable propaganda prize
but attributed her military success to witchcraft and spells.
Finally, the Burgundians exchanged Joan for 10,000 francs. Charles VII
was unsure what to do and not fully convinced of Joan’s divine inspiration,
he distanced himself and made no attempt to have her released. Though
Joan’s actions were against the English occupation army, she was turned
over to church officials who insisted she be tried as a heretic. She was
charged with 70 counts, including witchcraft, heresy and dressing like a
man.
On May 29, 1431, the tribunal announced Joan of Arc was guilty of heresy.
On the morning of May 30, she was taken to the marketplace in Rouen
and burned at the stake, before an estimated crowd of 10,000 people. She
was 19 nineteen years old.
Joan died as she lived; with total faith in God and certainty that she was
obeying God’s will for her life. She died with fortitude, looking at the cross
and calling on the name of Jesus. Joan’s integrity and courage are an
encouragement to us all.…so if you feel God is calling you to do
something extraordinary, something that takes you out of your comfort
zone, something that will make a difference, are you up for it and will you
answer the call?

A life of scripture
and a few scrapes.

Bill Smith talks about growing-up in a small
village with a big appetite for church.
Bill started life in a row of cottages in Old Dry Lane in Brigstock, where his Dad
drove an old solid-tyred lorry for the Fell Monger (not an occupation you hear
of every day!) transporting wool and skins for tanning around the county. Bill’s
mother was from Sudborough and was Church of England (his Grandad was
apparently the church’s only choir boy!) but attended the Congregational Chapel
in Brigstock after marrying Bill’s dad. Chapel in Brigstock was
taken very seriously indeed. There was no playing for a young lad
on Sunday. Bill attended sunday school at 10am, then went to the
Sunday service, then back at Sunday school for 3pm and then
off to the Evening Service, before the family all gathered at Bill’s
grandad’s for more hymns and singing, accompanied by Aunt
Becky on the Organ in the front room.
Sunday School was so well attended that it had two groups Primary and Senior. In addition, once a week the Young People’s
Guild would fill the chapel to read scripture and sing hymns, with
Bill playing piano and another lad on violin.
Every year the Sunday School held an anniversary concert, when
they built a small stage in front of the pulpit to perform. Bill’s dad
would coach the singing and play Cello and it would be a big
thing to look forward to, as was the church outing and picnic,
when a bus was hired and everyone went along.
It seems amazing that a village of under 1,000 people could
sustain such an amazing number of services and gatherings
(especially as there was also a CofE congregation in the village!)
And as if that wasn’t enough, Northamptonshire held a
Scripture exam, which Bill and four girls sat each year. So,
another two evening classes each week were needed to read and learn
passages from both the New and Old Testaments in preparation for the two-hour
long exam. They did well for three years when they were 11 to 13 years old, but
then at fourteen, they came first and brought home the Shield, with all five of
them scoring almost 100%!

While Sunday was strictly kept, Bill did get one concession. Once he was nine,
he was allowed to bicycle to his Grandad’s for Sunday lunch (where he learned
to endure Yorkshire pud and gravy as a starter) - a six-mile round trip, but he still
had to be back in time for Sunday School at 3pm.
In between his strict chapel routines however, he still found plenty of time to get
into mischief - like blowing the bottom out of his dad’s bucket with a home-made
bomb constructed from an old Harpic tin and some carbide from a lamp, or
night-flying kites with lights attached (thereby sparking the village’s first and only
UFO scare!) or setting fire to the hen-house while trying to make gas!
The young Bill managed to survive
his various scrapes and at 14 started
work at Wicksteed Engineering and
at the end of a four-year apprenticeship, was called up. After basis-training in Northampton, he and his
former workmate ‘Cherry’ Walpole
put their names down for the
Parachute Regiment - because
they thought it would be a bit of fun.
Whilst winning a Red Beret was
certainly a status symbol, they were
soon corrected about any thoughts of elitism. ‘If you think you’re something special, just remember one thing’, said their Corporal, ‘you guys get to fly into battle,
the other poor sods have to march there!’
Having said that, it was no picnic. At least the regular
infantry didn’t have to jump out of a plane with one
parachute and no reserve!
The ‘Para’s’ turned out to be a good place for a lad
who’d mastered explosives (or not) by the age of 12,
so Bill was made a Sergeant and went on to blow
things up here and abroad for the next four years.
He carried a Bible with him throughout his service
days but, just as in his youth, still got into the occasional scrape. He was caught by Regimental Sargent
Major McGeever standing on a table, beer in hand,
singing away with the lads
under his command and was immediately put on a
charge for being ‘too familiar with the ranks’ and hauled up in front of the Company Commander. The fact that the reprimand never actually found its way onto his
record-sheet may have something to do with the Commander’s slight grin while
being talked through the ‘offence’.
							
Continued overleaf...

Continued...

Bill’s service, including a difficult peacekeeping tour of Palestine, being shot at by
both sides of the bitterly opposed Jewish and Palestinian factions between 1945
and 1948, when the British mandate ended. He was actually sitting on the wall
outside the King David Hotel just three days before it was blown up in one of the
worst atrocities of the conflict.
He never even got to pack his kit away. He came home
on leave and his regiment was stood-down while he
was away. He never returned.
During one of his leave visits to Brigstock however, he
had met a young girl whose Dad had come down from
Scotland to be Head Gardener on the Firmin Woods
Estate. Bill’s sister Molly did the introductions and the
rest is history. Amazingly, Jean’s family were unaware
of the huge Scottish contingent in Corby when they
moved down, but she and Bill settled here when he
began work at the Steelworks. And of course, he had
to convert to the Church of Scotland.
After Lorna and Linda were born the family moved to
Kettering, where a succession of motorbikes (his pride
Boys and their toys!
and joy was an AJS 350cc bought from Bosworth’s
in Dalkeith Place for £147), a Joette van and a home-built sportscar kept them
mobile and able to attend St Andrew’s in Corby. The cars were often raced and
sometimes rolled, the bikes were thrashed and occasionally crashed, but transport was always fixed in time for church on a Sunday.
A lot has changed in all these years says Bill, but I suspect that, even at 93, his
joy in church and his proclivity for mischief are both still as strong as ever!

You could make someone’s
day by bringing a few flowers into
church one Sunday?
It’s lovely to have flowers on display in a
vase in the church and after the service
we always take them out to members
who will really appreciate them.
Bring whatever you want.They don’t have
to be fancy and just a few simple flowers
can say we care.
Please speak to Margaret Miles.

St Andrew’s Church Scottish Country Dance Club
Now that winter is over and spring well and truly here, we are lucky that
none of our Wednesday evening dances had to be cancelled due to
the weather!
Once again, February meant that several of us went to Spain for a week
with dancing every evening. 40 of us in total from the Yorkshire/Midlands
area enjoyed a week of warm sunshine on the Costa del Sol with plenty to
occupy our days and the company of our friends every evening. There is
a Scottish Country Dance group in that area and several of them joined us
one evening, delighted to have the experience of dancing with a large group.
The ‘hardened’ dancers among us also recently spent a weekend in Shropshire with the opportunity to either walk one of the many footpaths in the
area or visit other towns during the day and then dance in
the evening.
At a more local level, the weeks up until mid-June offer lots of opportunities
for dancing as many clubs in our neighbouring counties hold their annual
dances. We support as many of those as we can - we are all aware of the
importance of preserving the viability of our organisation. Our own dance is
in mid-May and we hope it is well attended.
We will break for summer mid-July and hopefully we’ll all be ready to return
in September!
Eileen Smith, Secretary

Quotable quotes
"That I should live my life 'in front of Jesus' is the counsel my mother
engraved upon my heart as a child. … It has never produced perfection
in me, but it has provided life-long protection from self-will, presumptuous
indulgence or presumed self-righteousness.
To live your life in front of Jesus will keep you on the sure course unto
life, the pure path of love and in the securing fold of truth."
Jack Hayford

Summer’s here and the
Tuesday Gang are out in force!
They work tirelessly throughout the year, but now that Summer is
with us the ‘Tuesday Gang’ go into overdrive as they tend, nurture,
mow, trim, tame, fettle and fix the church gardens and buildings.
We can sometimes take for granted on a Sunday morning all the
hard work that goes into keeping our grounds looking so beautiful.
The ‘Gang’ are a well-oiled machine that’s fuelled on tea,
biscuits and cake. Everyone knows exactly what needs doing and
they just arrive and get stuck in.
The gentlemen have just taken possession of a fine new lawn
mower, which will no-doubt be earning its keep in the coming
weeks. Vida and Hamish are on a mission to make the less
accessible areas of the gardens as beautiful as the rest, while Lella,
Dorothy, Margaret and May keep things looking pristine.
A big thank you to you all!

White Ribbons show solidarity with
Christians around the globe

Following the recent terrorist atrocity targeting Christian worshipers
in Indonesia, we joined Church of Scotland churches across the UK
by tying white ribbons of solidarity to our front gates.

The Edith Cavell - a woman of principal and faith
This year marks the 100th anniversary of Edith Cavell’s final journey home
Edith Louisa Cavell was born on December 4th 1865 in Swardeston, a small
village not far from Norwich in Norfolk, where her father was a rector. Edith
worked as a governess in Belgium, before training to be a nurse in London. She
worked in hospitals in Shoreditch, Kings Cross and Manchester and then
accepted a position in Brussels as Matron in Belgium’s first training hospital and
school for nurses. She spoke fluent French and as there was no established
nursing profession in Belgium at the time of her appointment she was invited to
start a nurses’ training school. Her pioneering work led her to be considered the
founder of modern nursing education in that country. She was in Norfolk visiting
her mother when the First World War broke out in 1914 and felt it was her duty to
return to Brussels immediately.
She gave escaping English soldiers shelter in the hospital.
She also helped hundreds of French and Belgian soldiers
escape the Germans and when she was betrayed and
arrested, her only defence was that if she had not helped
them, they would have been shot. She confessed to the crime
of ‘conducting soldiers to the enemy’ - which meant that they
could potentially return to the battlefield, to fight again. Edith
was tried and found guilty. She was sentenced to death by
firing squad in a German military court and executed in 1915.
Her last words were not of revenge or recrimination. On the
night before she was executed she met with her local priest
and told him, “I thank God for this ten weeks quiet before
the end….Life has always been hurried and full of difficulty.
This time of rest has been a great mercy……” She then said
words that have become her memorial around the world:
“But this I would say, standing as I do in view of God and eternity, I realise that
patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness towards anyone.”
Edith knew that people who had been close to her played a part in her betrayal.
She knew that to enter into God’s presence she needed to be forgiven for her
own shortcomings. And just as Jesus’ death had bought her forgiveness, so she
needed to forgive those that had wronged her. Edith remained faithful until death
and was confident that death would not be the end.
After the war, her body was exhumed and escorted to Britain. A memorial service
was held at Westminster Abbey, and her body was re-buried in Norwich
Cathedral. Her last words are echoed on her grave which has been restored with
a new headstone and ledger as part of commemorative events marking the 100th
anniversary of her return home to be re-buried.

Dangerous Women Creed
Many thanks go to Margaret Mitchell of St Ninian’s, who pointed out this
wonderful prayer to us at a recent coffee morning. It seems very appropriate
when we read about radical women of faith like those featured in this issue.
Dear God,
please make us dangerous women.
May we be women who acknowledge our power to change, and grow,
and be radically alive for God.
May we be healers of wounds and righters of wrongs.
May we weep with those who weep and speak for those who cannot
speak for themselves.
May we cherish children, embrace the elderly, and empower the poor.
May we pray deeply and teach wisely.
May we be strong and gentle leaders.
May we sing songs of joy and talk down fear.
May we never hesitate to let passion push us, conviction compel us, and
righteous anger energise us.
May we strike fear into all that is unjust and evil in the world.
May we dismantle abusive systems and silence lies with truth.
May we shine like stars in a darkened generation.
May we overflow with goodness in the name of God and by the
power of Jesus.
And in that name and by that power, may we change the world.
Dear God, please make us dangerous women.
Amen.
Excerpted from Lynne Hybels’ book,
Nice Girls Don’t Change the World

A visit from The Moderator

Making the most of our Assets

On the 7th of April we were delighted to have a visit from The Moderator
of the General Assembly, The Rt Rev Susan Brown and her Chaplain Rev
Mary Stobo.

St Andrew’s is blessed with a fantastic asset that many churches would
love to have, a brilliant church hall. In recent meetings to discuss how
to raise additional church funds, we decided that we must make the hall
work harder for us. As a result, we’ve begun to actively market it. You will
probably have seen the banner outside the hall and perhaps the
advertisement in Corby Trader Magazine. In addition, we’ve posted an
article on social media which has been very widely circulated, thanks to
friends, family and followers.

Susan and Mary shared the Sunday service with us and then joined us for
a lovely couple of hours over a buffet lunch in the Hall.
It was brilliant to spend time with them both and they were keen to hear all
about St Andrew’s.
Following the General Assembly, the Moderator spends much of their
time in an Ambassadorial capacity at home and abroad, visiting churches,
presbatories, members of the armed forces, the Prime Minister in
Downing Street and the Scottish Parliment. Susan’s travel and
engagements itinerary was certainly something to marvel at and we were
so pleased she was able to visit St Ninian’s and St Andrew’s during her
weekend in Corby.

The hall is a great facility with sprung wooden floors, a stage and a full
kitchen. It can be used for celebrations, parties, sports clubs, dance and
drama classes, wellbeing and community events. In fact, you name it, we
could probably host it.
We already have regular users including our friends from Scottish
Country Dancing and the Corby Male Voice Choir, but we need to expand
this usage. As well as providing us with an income, the hall can be a
really good way of us providing something for the local community.
The works carried out on the common areas, lounge and study, along
with the heating and decorating in the toilets have made the hall more
attractive to potential hirers, so we hope to be able to bring you some
positive news soon.
If you know anyone who would like to use the hall, get them to give us a
call on 07783 022142.

It’s good to laugh!
A man went out to fish on a frozen lake. He cut a hole in the ice, dropped
his line in and sat for hours without so much as a nibble.

COMMUNION

Important information

After a while, a boy came along and cut a hole nearby. He baited his line,
dropped it in the hole and within a few minutes caught a fish. He baited his
line again and within another few minutes he had another fish.
The man was incensed, so he went over to the
boy and asked him his secret.
"Roo raf roo reep ra rums rrarm."
"What was that?" the man asked.
Again the boy replied, "Roo raf roo reep ra rums
rrarm."
"Look, I can't understand a word you're saying."
The boy spat into his hand and said,
"You have to keep the worms warm!"

Spot the Stained Glass
Here's a little competition for those of you with a keen eye.
See if you can spot where the glass below is in the church.

Please note that St Andrew’s will no longer be sending out
Communion Cards in advance of each Communion Service.
The dates for forthcoming Communion Services will instead be
listed here in Keystone magazine and on the website.
The next Communion Service will be on Sunday 2nd June.
Communion Services for 2019 will also be held on:
1st September, 17th November.

NOTICES

DEATHS
		
February
			
			
			

Agnes (Nancy) Henderson		
Jacob Whitelam-Alexander		
William Longmuir			
Annie Hope					

March		
			
			
			
			

Charles Mackie			
George Strachan			
Frances Wilson			
Ian Aitken				
Keith Burton				

April		
Mary Burnett 			
			

St Andrew’s Church of Scotland
Occupation Road Corby NN17 1EB
Sunday Services held weekly at 10.30 am.
Communion Services held on the 1st Sunday
of March, June, September and 17th November
Registered Charity No. SCO43458

Useful Telephone Numbers:
Minister and Moderator
				

Rev Norman Nicoll 07930 988863
NNicoll@churchofscotland.org.uk

Kirk Session Acting Clerk John Wiseman

01536 395382

Treasurer 			

Emma Burton

07966 966768

Team Leaders
Finance
		
				
Property
		
				
Pastoral
		
Communications
Gift Aid Convener
Free Will Offering Convener
Scottish Country Dancing

Lella McLean 		
07982 249995
Emma Burton		
07966 966768
Sarah & Lorna
07703 536300
property.standrews@outlook.com
Margeret Myles
01536 267554
Rob Hawkins
01832 205020
Jack Pawson
01536 770953
John Wiseman
01536 395382
Eileen Smith		
01536 515460

standrewschurchofscotlandcorby.com

CHURCH HALL
FOR HIRE!

Sports Groups, Kid’s Parties, Clubs...
Please speak to Emma Burton (above) if you,
or someone you know, would like to hire the

hall for an event, party or activity.
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