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Winter is a special time. We celebrate the birth of Jesus with our Christmas
festivities, we say goodbye to the old year and welcome in a fresh new one
on Hogmanay and we embrace our Scottish heritage on Burns night. It’s a
unique part of the year packed with fellowship, reflection and hope
for the future.

The other seasons have their merits,
of course - the freshness of Spring,
the lazy days of Summer and the rich
fullness of Autumn, but Winter is the
time when we look to our families and
communities and realise the warmth
they provide us when the weather
outside feels harsh and unforgiving.
It’s also the time when we make our
New Year’s resolutions.

I recently discovered an idea called
Random Acts of Kindness (or RAK
for short), where people do simple acts for others, often anonymously,
expecting no thanks or reward. It might be baking a cake for a new
neighbour, leaving an inspirational book in the coffee shop with a note to say
‘it’s yours - enjoy!’, or just letting someone with only a few items go in front of
you at the supermarket check-out
It seems like a lovely way to share God’s grace and as Christians we could
probably do worse than aim to do one random act of kindness every week.
I might make that my Resolution this year.

A letter from
the Manse...
Dear Friends,
At Christmas-time, when we receive presents we don’t really need, God
offers us a gift we cannot do without.
The year Jesus was born, most people missed it. The innkeeper did
because he was too preoccupied with his business. The Jewish leaders
did because they couldn’t be bothered to walk five miles to check things
out. Herod did because he was threatened by a baby. Only a few were
aware of the cosmic implications of his presence in a manger in Bethlehem.
And so it is with all God’s work. Most of it is behind the scenes – hardly
ever visible. It rarely makes headlines; what it does do is that it makes a
huge difference in people’s lives because it’s eternal.
Not long ago, a professor of
psychology in a university
gave a word suggestion test
to his class of 40 students.
He instructed them to write
the word “Christmas,” and
all the class did so. “Now,”
said the professor, “after the
word ‘Christmas’ write the first
thought that flashes through
your mind regarding that day.”

When the papers were turned in, such answers were given as ‘tree,’
‘holly,’ ‘mistletoe,’ ‘presents,’ ‘turkey,’ ‘holiday,’ ‘carols,’ and ‘Santa Claus,’
but not one had written, ‘the birth-day of Jesus.’
Just as there was no room for the baby Jesus in the inn, for many, there
is no room for Him today in the celebration of Christmas.
Contrast that with the following:
After unwrapping all of her presents, a little girl was asked, ‘Did you get
everything you wanted for Christmas?’ She thought for a moment and
said, ‘No, but then, it’s not my birthday.’ - Out of the mouths of babes!
May we this Christmas remember to put the Christ back into Christmas.
Yours in Christ

Rev. Norman Nicoll

Nature and nurture
I was fortunate to have the opportunity to spend a glorious week on the
Scottish island of IONA in July. A friend of mine, who is a member of
the Iona Community, invited me to join her for a reflective week sharing
a special planned programme that was being led by The Wild Goose
Resource Group, with Rev John Bell and Graham Maule.
This group exists to support and equip congregations and clergy in the
shaping and creation of new forms of relevant, participative, worship and
adult learning.
Their publishing house produces challenging, inspiring and beautiful
worship material, that may be, either in book form, CD’s or DVD’s, which
reflect all aspects of what it means to be people of goodwill, who actively
reflect and pray for justice, peace and the integrity of all of
God’s creation.
From March through to October each year on this beautiful island the
Iona Abbey offer an experience of living in community for people from
all backgrounds and nationalities, and of all Christians faiths or none, to
share in all aspects of what it means to belong.
We shared the common discipline of daily prayer, within morning and
evening worship, bible reading, singing, shared meals and fellowship,
outings and pilgrim walks. The Iona Community was founded by the
Govan Minister, Rev George MacLeod, who in 1938 had the vision to
re-build the monastic ruins of Iona Abbey, to serve as a hopeful witness
of what it is like to live in peaceful community to those who came from an
urban background, throughout Scotland and beyond.
For many centuries Iona has been a sacred place for pilgrims drawn by
faith and by the beauty of the island. The Abbey, which was re-built by
the Rev MacLeod became a sanctuary for people from all walks of life
and countries, not as an escape or a retreat from life or the world, but as
a place of encounter, of discernment and most of all transformation.

Eyes can be opened to the beauty of creation, hearts can be touched
by new friendships and minds can be challenged to hear the call of faith
and strive for a more just and peaceful world that lies at the heart of the
Gospel. One of the many enlightenments of the week, were the
discussions we held on the theme of “Church and Decay” led by Rev
John Bell. Another highlight was the fabulous boat trip to see the seals
and the island of Staffa’s famous tourist attraction of Fingal’s Cave and
of course, the very friendly puffins. A wonderful week, which is highly
recommended if you ever get the chance to go.
Elaine Milligan

Bits and pieces from your
Acting Session Clerk

Our new Church Treasurer
I am pleased to be able to advise that our long search for a new
Treasurer has, at last, been successful.

John Wiseman

Final Sacrament of Holy Communion service in 2017
Can I remind you that, so as not to conflict with or interrupt the very
important season of Advent, the final Communion service in the year has
been brought forward from the First Sunday in December and it will now
be held on the third Sunday in November, November 19th at 11.00am.

Christmas Services
The services over the Festive Season will be as follows :Morning Worship – Christmas Eve		

Sun 24th Dec 11.00 am

Family Candlelit Service - Christmas Eve Sun 24th Dec

6.00 pm

Candlelit Service - Christmas Eve		

Sun 24th Dec 11.30 pm

Short Family service - Christmas Day

Mon 25th Dec 10.00 am

Emma Burton has agreed to take over the role and is presently liaising
with Margaret Callaghan about the handover. Emma, who is the
daughter of our Reader, Mrs. Elaine Milligan, is very suitably skilled to
look after the Church’s finances and we look forward to a long and happy
relationship with her at St. Andrew’s.

I know that Emma’s offer to take on the role came as a very great relief
to Margaret and, on behalf of all at St. Andrew’s, I would like to take this
opportunity to pass on very grateful thanks to Margaret for all of her very
dedicated work as Treasurer over many years.
Presbytery
The next meeting of the Presbytery of England is not due to take place
until after the deadline for copy for this edition of Keystone, and so a
report of the October meeting will be included in the next edition.

Guild
Having been in suspension for some considerable time due to an
inability to find anyone willing to take over the roles of President and
Treasurer, Jean Smith (President) decided to invite all present and
former members of the Guild to an afternoon tea in the Hall on Tuesday,
5th September. After a Bible reading and a prayer, the thirty or so
people present agreed that the funds held by the Guild should be
donated to two suitable charities, Corby Foodbank and Borderline,
the charity to help homeless Scottish people in London. Jean Smith
and Ruth Douglas were given grateful thanks for all of their work for
the Guild over many years and then the Guild was formally dissolved,
although it was agreed that it would be enjoyable for people to meet in
an informal setting in the future.

Fund Raising Team
The Quiz on Friday 29th September was great fun and everyone
enjoyed their fish supper. The profit for the evening was £332 for church
funds. Thanks to everyone who helped or donated.
The next event is the Christmas Carol Concert on Friday
8th December at 7.30pm. Tickets costing £8 will be available soon.
We desperately need some new committee members as we are a very
small group. Anyone interested please come forward. We would also
welcome any fresh ideas for fundraising – this is where new members
could help us.
Many thanks Yvonne Lambert.
Scottish Country Dance Club
After a somewhat indifferent summer, weather-wise, autumn is now well
underway and the evenings are certainly drawing in.
September saw our dancing group start again although health issues
are taking their toil with some members. However, it is always good to
meet up after the break and catch up with everyone’s news. It is widely accepted that dancing has many health benefits, both physical and
mental, and I think all our members would agree!

Over thirty people
enjoyed tea and
thanked Jean and
Ruth for their hard
work over the
years.
Kelvin gets to grips
with the quiz

September sees the start of a busy spell in the dancing calendar.
In addition to the usual Saturday dances around the area, two of our
dancing ‘family’ are organising a dance this month in memory of our
member, Chrissie, who lost her battle with cancer earlier in the year. It
will be held in Market Harborough; will comprise many of her favourite
dances and will raise money for her favourite breast cancer charity.
Looking ahead, this year our Christmas party will be held on
Wednesday 8th December with a ‘bring and share’ supper and we will
resume on January 10th 2018 – weather willing!
Our best wishes to you all for a peaceful Christmas and a happy,
healthy New Year.
Eileen Smith

Secretary

Corby Foodbank
One of St Andrew’s chosen charities is the
Corby Foodbank. As we approach
Christmas, a time when most of us have
more than we really need, its worth a moments thought for the folk who
work tirelessly to bring substance and hope to those who are struggling.
A visit to the food bank isn’t exactly a traditional Christmas activity, but
one UK charity is asking for a little extra help this month, when demand
is at its highest and families are choosing between eating and heating.

We asked food bank managers and users across the UK and these are
all the things people say consistently – time and time again – they need,
but they are not things people often think to buy. And they make such a
difference.

Six overlooked essentials:

1. Toilet Rolls
2. Feminine Hygene Products
3. Tin Openers

4. Nappies
5. Toiletries
6. Baby Food

The Trussell Trust operates the Food Bank in Corby providing
emergency food and support for people in crisis. Last year, the
charity’s food banks gave three-day emergency food supplies to more
than 130,000 people in the UK, nearly half of whom were children.
December is always the busiest month for food banks. There’s a
massive spike every year – December is 50% busier than every other
month – and January is also high. These are the months during which a
lot of families on low incomes pay a “poverty premium”.
Winter is just a much harder
time for people living in poverty,
especially if they’re on pre-payment meters for their gas and
electricity. A lot of people end
up making choices between
eating and heating their home.”
At Christmas time, many food
banks try to do a little extra for
users. Alongside the standard
food parcels which have three
days of non-perishable, nutritionally balanced food in it, some food banks
will do Christmas presents for kids. It’s trying to give people a bit of normality at Christmas. While many of us know that food bank provide food
– and are happy to donate tinned items and other grocery items – not all
of us are aware that food banks could do with donations of other essential non-food items as well.

An unexpected journey……
I have, in the last few years, started an unexpected journey to find a
stronger faith. It’s a slow journey, but Peter Mills rekindled something in
me and I started to be a visitor to St Andrew’s, albeit an infrequent one.
Over the last 12 months Norman has inspired and reignited something
in me. I’m now a regular in the congregation and, rather than it being a
duty visit to church, I feel I want and need to be here. With the support,
direction and encouragement from Norman and St Andrew’s, my faith is
moving forwards and I’m enjoying the journey.
For the first time, a few months ago, I felt God’s presence and know that
he gave me guidance and support to manage a wee problem that I was
struggling with. It was a lovely feeling. Thank you.
Lorna

Quiz and Chips!
What a lovely evening! Over 50 people came along to an night of
tantilising questions, often dubious answers and a well-earned fish
supper. A big thank you to Greta who wrote all the questions, Janni who
did an amazing job as Quizmaster, Juris and Klara, the fund raising team
and everyone else who helped with the raffle, food and organisation. As
mentioned in Yvonne’s report, the evening raised £332 for church funds
and gave everyone a great night out and a lot of fun.

A new website for St Andrew’s

St Andrew’s now has a new website up and running,
which we’ll be developing further over the coming
few weeks.
It’s hoped that this will make us more
visible to visitors to Corby and provide
us with a means of keeping everyone
in the church up-to-date with news
and events. You can also download
Keystone from it!
It’s a work-in-progress at the
moment, so keep checking in to see
what’s new. We’re hoping to include a
picture gallery and a few extra features over the next few weeks. Any
thoughts or ideas welcome!
A big thank you to Emma Nicoll
for designing this for us.
The address is:
standrewschurchofscotlandcorby.com

A slice of humour...
At Sunday Club they were
learning how God created
everything, including human
beings. Johnny was especially
intent when the teacher told him
how Eve was created out of one
of Adam’s ribs.
Later in the week his mother
noticed him lying down on the
sofa as though he were ill,
and said, “Johnny, what is the
matter?”

Johnny responded, “I’ve got a
pain in my side. I think I’m going
to have a wife.

Greenbelt Festival
at Boughton House, Kettering.

During the August Bank holiday this year I attended the
Christian Worship Festival at Greenbelt that was held at
Boughton House, during one of the hottest weekends of
the year. The weather was hot and everything about the
weekend was even hotter...

For me Greenbelt is somewhere where big ideas are shared, ideas that
change hearts and change the world. It’s a place of debate, for discussions on difficult and important social issues. It’s a place where people
come together to share experiences and to engage with the issues of the
day. It’s a place where people can worship with their hearts, hands and
voices, in the marquees, tents and in the warm fresh air.

The location was idyllic, rolling landscapes, cornfields, and rippling lakes.
I am here sitting by one of the most still and peaceful places on the site,
I am by the lakeside with the morning light reflecting on the water, the
wind in the trees and the colourful flags rustling. From here you get a
good view of the site, the colourful Big Top tent and all the smaller venues which are beginning to fill up, not with festival goers wearing wellies
and cagoules but wearing shorts, T-shirts and sun hats.
There were several thousands of people….families, young people and
many elderly folks joining together to worship, using many different
forms and styles of worship, expressing the richness of our diverse and
multicultural society, looking forward to a day of debate, for thought, for
poetry, art, music, dancing, prayer and reflection.
Worship is a big feature of Greenbelt and the Christian roots of the
festival mean that worship is woven throughout the schedule in its many
different varieties. One of the aims of the festival is to challenge people
to think and to feel and so the contributors this year were looking at the
theme, “The Common Good” using the Bible texts from the New Testament Book of Acts, ch 2 v 42- 47. How do we live together in an age of
austerity? How do we ensure that no one is forgotten? How do we show
respect for every human being as a beloved child of God? All these
concepts are central to Christian moral values and to the Bible.

Praise the Lord.
Praise God in our thoughts and in our words.
In our songs and our dancing.
Praise God in green fields and by cool streams,
On mountain tops and rolling seas.
Praise God in busy towns and quiet streets,
In our work and in our homes.
Praise the Lord. Praise God, the creator of all.
Elaine Milligan

I am sailing…

19t

On the 19th November, when St Andrew’s comes together as a church to
celebrate Communion, I’ll be hundreds of miles away, sailing out of
harbour at the start of the 3,000 mile ARC Transatlantic Yacht Race. It’s
certainly going to be a real adventure, but it’s also come to feel like a bit of
a metaphor for my life in the Church.
I’ve come late to sailing, (I only stepped on to a boat for the first time
earlier this year!). So, even though I have known people who have sailed
all my life, it’s a really steep learning curve.
I’ve joined a crew with loads more experience than I have and every crew
seems to have a slightly different way of doing things, so there’s so much
to learn (like carrying the coffee mugs in a saucepan to avoid scalding
your hands when bringing coffee up on to a rolling deck). And yet, I hope
I’m learning to be a half-decent crew member and will be able to
contribute to our safe passage.

couple of times when I’ve been up on the Bow trying to change sails in a
gale at midnight, waves breaking over my head, when I’ve thought ‘what
am I doing here?’ But then I’ve glimpsed the sight of another crew
member smiling at me in the light of my head touch and I’ve thought
‘you know what, we’ll be fine!’
For the crossing, we have
one incredible advantage as
we have a Weather Router
back on shore who will help
us to navigate and chart
our course. It will be a huge
comfort to know he’s there all
the time looking out for us.
We’ll talk to him regularly and
he will advise us on how to
avoid the worst of the weather ahead. And if we can’t, or we hit an
unexpected squall, he’ll help us navigate our way through it.
In fact, I’m sure there will be occassions when I’ll be humming ‘Will Your
Anchor Hold’ for re-assurance, or maybe I’ll sing along to Rod Stewart’s
hymn-like lyrics ‘I am sailing, stormy waters, to be near you, to be free.’
It’s going to be three weeks of close living, with nine people and only three
bunks, so I guess we’ll need to accommodate each other’s differences (a
guy who snores all the way through your three hours off-watch when you
desperately need some sleep can definitely try your patience - and I know
I sometimes snore!).
We’ve got an experienced Skipper who will provide guidance at the helm,
but there’ll also be comfort in knowing that there are lots of other yachts
out there also trying to figure all this stuff out as they go along.

I’ve found that sailing has its own traditions and rules which need to be
understood, some are essential, like which flags to fly in port, or never
going on deck without a life jacket, and others slightly less so, like never
mentioning the word ‘rabbit’ on a French vessel, or taking a banana or
umbrella on board a British boat (all are considered bad luck, apparently!)
While training on a number of Offshore races during the year I’ve been
exhilarated, confused and concerned in equal measures, sometimes
unsure about how we will master a particular change in the wind, or bit of
bad weather. And I’m not embarrassed to say that there have been a

I’m sure the race will have its moments when we’re surfing effortlessly
down the face of the waves and others when we may get becalmed for a
while, but there will be so many amazing experiences to share along the
way - Whales, Dolphins, Flying Fish, the Milky Way on a clear night and
my hopeless attempts at cooking, to name but a few.
There’s an awful lot of water between the Canary Islands and St Lucia
and there is so much that divides us in the world today, but this journey
will, I hope, prove to me that if a very small boat, crewed by a bunch of
very different people, can cross one of the world’s largest oceans, then
all things are possible.
Rob Hawkins

A date for your diaries:

The Corby Male Voice Choir will
be holding their annual concert, in
the Church on Friday 8th December
at 7.30pm.
Tickets are available priced £8.00
Contact Mrs Yvonne Lambert
on 01536 269341
Any ideas for the next Keystone?
We’d love to have your stories,
news, thoughts or even jokes. It’s
your newsletter, so the more the
merrier

Evenings of friendship, Bibles and biscuits

Autumn Crossword. The Answers

BAPTISMS
October
Katie Jane Capon Vickers
MARRIAGES
August
Amy-Louise Lines
and Timothy McIntyre
Leanne Took
and Alan Brown
Danielle Connellan and
Aaron Marshall
September
Beckyleigh Finlay
and Ryan Anderson

Eight weeks ago, we started out on a six week bible study class. We still
have at least another four weeks to go. Now, I know those numbers don’t
add up, but we quickly found we had so much to discuss that we really
needed more time. We’ve been reading Bill Hybels ‘Too busy not to pray’
which has provided hours of debate and reflection, as well as loads of
laughs. It’s an easy to understand guide to prayer which encourages you
to think about where, when and how you pray. It certainly boosts your
sense of God’s nearness.

DEATHS
August
John (Ian) Jack
Great Oakley
September
John Brodie
Corby

It’s been brilliant to discuss a subject which, to most of us, is a very
personal thing.
Fueled by chocolate biscuits and the occasional pancake made by May,
we’re learning more about prayer and diving in and out of the Bible to look
for clues to answering the many questions we all seem to have. Tuesday
evenings at 7pm has become a bit of a highlight in our diaries, when we
get together with friends for an hour (which we seem to regularly overrun!) to share our thoughts, have some fun and learn from each other.

NOTICES
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Useful Telephone Numbers:
Minister and Moderator
Rev Norman Nicoll
Kirk Session Acting Clerk John Wiseman
Treasurer
Emma Burton

07930 988863
01536 395382
07966 966768

Team Leaders
Finance
Property
Stewardship
Pastoral Affairs
Outreach
Educational
Publicity
Gift Aid Convener
Free Will Offering Convener
Hall Convener
Scottish Country Dancing

07982 249995
01536 261037
01858 464370
01536 207554
01536 205259
01536 205259
01536 770953
01536 770953
01536 395382
01536 770953
01536 515460

Lella McLean
John Malcolmson
Margaret Callaghan
Margeret Myles
Elaine Milligan
Elaine Milligan
Jack Pawson
Jack Pawson
John Wiseman
Jack Pawson
Eileen Smith

standrewschurchofscotlandcorby.com
PRINT OR DIGITAL?
The next edition of Keystone will be available in both paper and
digital forms, so if you like your news electronically just fill in your
e-mail address on the note enclosed in this edition, or e-mail
rjhawkins@btconnect.com and we’ll send it to you. It’s also
available to download on the new St Andrews website.
We’d like to also extend our thanks to Simon at INK in
Market Harborough, for printing Keystone.

