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WINTER UPDATE

St Andrew’s Church of Scotland - Corby
So, here we are at the end of 2020. The most used word of the year has
probably been ‘unprecedented’, and rightly so. It seems nothing about this year
has been ‘normal’. We went into lock-down in March and the world became a very
different place. The ‘new normal’ felt anything but!
Through the spring and summer, we kept ourselves to ourselves as much as
possible and simple pleasures seemed to be a thing of the past. We’ve marvelled
at the science, clapped the NHS and learned new phrases like ‘track & trace’,
‘self-isolation’ and ‘you’re on mute!’ It’s been a strange new world to come to
terms with and at times it’s seemed like we’ve been living in a bleak mid-winter
(to quote a carol) all year long. We’ve been unable to see our friends at church
or take part in the simple acts of worship which we’d maybe
almost taken for granted over the years. And we realised how
much we missed them. Our joint Ministry team of Peter, Mike
and Elaine have helped many of us to to worship on-line each
Sunday which has been a real adventure and a great
success.
And then, in November, the first rays of hope shone through
with news of a vaccine. As I write this today, the first batch of
people are being immunised and a sense of cautious
optimism is beginning to creep back into our communities.
There is light at the end of the tunnel at last!
We’re all looking forward to re-opening St Andrew’s as soon
as possible in 2021 and we’ll be holding a special festive service and celebration
of a better year to come on Sunday 3rd January (more information inside).
There is lots to do over the coming months and so many ways you can play a part
in bringing St Andrew’s back to life. The challenges may be ‘unprecedented’, but
then, that’s just the new normal, isn’t it? So let’s look forward with hope and faith
when we wish each other ‘a very Happy New Year’ for 2021 this Hogmanay!

So, what’s happening
with St Andrew’s?
So much has happened this year, leaving many of us wondering, where
we are as a church and what the future holds. I thought it would be worth
reviewing the year to bring us all ‘up to speed’.
On the 16th March, the first lockdown began and sadly that meant that we
could no longer open St Andrew’s church buildings. The church itself was
closed, along with the hall, which was being used extensively by dance
classes, exercise groups, the Corby Male Voice Choir and of course, our
own St A’s Cafe each Wednesday morning. We were fortunate to have
been recording our Sunday morning sermons for several months for
people to listen to on the website if they were unable to attend in person,
so at least these could continue. Norman continued to record and upload
his sermon each week from the church.
In May, Norman retired and returned to Scotland to rejoin his family in
Forfar. This left the church without a Minister, in the middle of a pandemic
- a bit of a double-whammy!
Co-incidentally, St Ninian’s Minister, Kleber, had also just moved to take
up a new post in Glasgow, so our sister church had also entered a period
of vacancy
At this point, I should thank our joint Ministry team for their amazing work
in putting together a ‘virtual’ service every week since lockdown. It has
provided so many with a vital lifeline to the church (see website for details
of how to join). But as great as it is, we needed to look beyond the current
restrictions to plan for the future.
The unusual situation of upcoming vacancies in both churches had
already been recognised as an opportunity for review by Presbytery and
as a result, a discussion nick-named ‘The Corby Conversation’ was
opened between Presbytery and the two Sessions.
Again, Corby is unusual in having two Church of Scotland congregations,
each with their own church buildings. However, both churches have
struggled with finances over the years. Moreover, both have ageing
congregations and limited resources.

The idea of the Corby Conversation was to open a dialogue between the
two churches and Presbytery to explore ways in which the Church of
Scotland could best be served in the town. With no pre-conceptions about
the outcome, the idea was to encourage open and transparent
discussions that could point the way to a sustainable future for Corby.
Once we began to take an objective look, there were (and remain) a lot of
things to be considered. Could we continue as we were with two
independent churches? Did we have the financial and administrative
resources to do so? Would we be able to find two new Ministers, or should
we seek some other arrangement? Would there be benefits to bringing the
two churches together in some way?
So, lots to think about.
Initially the two Church Sessions held internal
discussions to agree a broad consensus of
opinion. They then put forward an informal
working group of eight individuals (four from
each congregation) who were asked to meet
up and try to explore the options and
opportunities that might lie ahead. Their role
would be simply to discuss, research and
provide insight for the two Sessions
to consider.
That group has now had one very useful and
informative meeting in December and will
be getting together again in early January to
continue its discussions. It’s hoped that we
can find a consensus of opinion that can then
be brought before the two Sessions before
going on to the congregations and Presbytery
for approval.
The one thing that has already become apparent is that both churches
lack the number of volunteers needed to ‘keep the wheels turning’. COVID
has highlighted this even further by forcing many of our older members to
remain away and in isolation. If we are to rebuild St Andrew’s into a
viable church post-COVID then we all need to rethink our commitment to
volunteering as individuals. Please give this some thought and let one of
the Elders know if you feel you can help in any capacity at all.
Our future as a church really is in our hands, perhaps like never before.

Moving into the future with hope
Dear members and friends of Corby St Andrew’s.
Let me introduce myself: my name is Forbes Walker and no prizes for
guessing I am from Scotland- but I now live in London. St Andrew’s
church has a rich Scottish heritage and I admire that so much. After
studying Biochemistry, then Divinity at Glasgow University I served as
Assistant Minister in Bearsden before being ordained by the Presbytery
of Dumbarton. After almost two years of
post-graduate study in USA, I returned to
Scotland and parish ministry in
Strathaven, (pronounced Stra-ven),
famous for its toffee and Harry Lauder!
Since 2000 I have lived in the London
area and served as full time school chaplain and teacher (mainly Chemistry but
also RS) in three large but quite different
schools, all the time being a member of
the Church of Scotland’s Presbytery of
England which brings me on to my role
here in St Andrew’s Corby.
For the time being, I am the Interim
Moderator which simply means that I offer
the gifts of ministry to you in this time of transition and discernment as
we embrace the future of the church. I’m also delighted to welcome Liz
Fox who will be helping in the role of Interim Session Clerk. Please do
feel free to email me on revrfw@gmail.com if I can be of any help.
It is an honour for me to be associated with the life and witness of St
Andrew’s even as we experience the upheaval, even turmoil which the
pandemic has created. This has made the “normal” routine of church life
unrecognisable for the time being, but the church, empowered by the
Holy Spirit and in the name of Christ, marches on. I look forward in faith,
that “all time is in God’s hands”.
Thank you for your openness in welcoming me as your brother and
friend In Christ. Let God’s mission be our mission, and together, let us do
our very best to be part of that mission, working closely with our friends
in St Ninian’s, building up God’s Kingdom here in Corby. When

recollecting the famous Bible story of Moses and the parting of the
Red Sea, the prophet Isaiah wrote “This is what the Lord says- he who
made a way through the sea, a path through the mighty waters- do not
dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do
you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the
wilderness.”
Hearing this, points us to the future. The past is what it is, the past.
The future is here. In the midst of all our challenges here in St Andrew’s,
God provides a stream to be refreshed. Now that is a good reason
for hopefulness.

Forbes

My warmest wishes,

Rev Forbes Walker, Interim Moderator

Elaine accepts the role of Locum
Hi, my name is Elaine and I am a Reader at St Andrew’s Church of
Scotland in Corby. We are currently in a time of vacancy since our
Minister retired at the end of May 2020. Any time a church is without a
Minister is a time of uncertainty for everone,
which is made more difficult this time by the
situation we all find ourselves in due to the
Covid 19 pandemic and lockdown.
Therefore as part of the joint Corby Ministry
Team between St Andrew’s and St Ninian’s,
our sister church, I am taking up the new role
as Locum for St Andrew’s. As Locum, my day to
day responsibilities will be, alongside working
with the congregation, worship, outreach and
pastoral care. This will give St Andrew’s the
same Ministry structure as St Ninian’s with an
Interim Moderator and a Locum. I will continue to work together within
the Ministry Team at St Ninian’s to produce the weekly Sunday Service,
on Zoom and YouTube, until we can once again regularly join together in
worship within the walls of our Church.

We really need your help!
The Covid -19 crisis has disrupted everything we thought we knew.
St Andrew’s has been a rock for so many, for so many years and yet
suddenly, everything seems to have changed.
For the last nine months, some of us have been able to access services
digitally, others though have not had that ability. So getting back to the
church we all love will be a great blessing.
As the lock-down eases and we are slowly encouraged back to our
places of worship, things will be different. There will be new habits we’ll
need to learn and there will be new jobs that need to be done to keep
everyone safe. We’ll need to manage social distancing, have some
careful cleaning routines and provide guidance.
So, how can you help? There will be lots of small things that we can all
do to make the re-opening of St Andrew’s possible.
Together, we can spread the load and ensure all those extra things that
can keep us safe, but more importantly, can get us back together, get
done.
We’re currently pulling together a list of jobs along with volunteers to help
with them, so if you feel you could spare even a little a bit of time to help
the church re-open we’d love to hear from you. Please get in touch with
any of the Elders, or drop your details on the slip below and either bring
it along to the service on the 3rd January, or pop it in the post.
There has probably never been a time when your church needed
you more.

Yes, I’m happy to volunteer if you need me!
Your name: ............................................................................
Telephone Number ...............................................................
Email (if you have one) .........................................................

3rd January 2021

A seasonal service of thanksgiving
and hope for the year to come!
Please join us for a service to mark the Christmas miracle and to look
forward in hope for a brighter and joyous new year to come.
A special COVID-safe service will be held at
St Andrew’s Church at 10.30am on Sunday 3rd January.
All are welcome, but please try to book ahead with your
Elder or by emailing standrewscofscorby@btconnect.com so that we
can estimate numbers for social-distancing purposes.
We hope to see you there!

What about giving?
This is a question we’ve heard a lot of people ask.
How can we continue to contribute to the church when we can’t attend on
a Sunday?
Well, thankfully there are a number of ways in which you can still help to
keep St Andrew’s solvent even during these COVID restrictions..
Here are a few, suggested by the Church of Scotland in Edinburgh:
Online: You can visit the Church of Scotland’s website and donate
directly to St Andrew’s Corby by visiting:
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/donate and enter Corby St Andrews
Standing Order: You can make a regular payment via Standing Order.
We can provide you with a Standing Order form (complete with
St Andrew’s bank details already filled in) for you to use.
Freewill Envelopes: Many of us have continued to put aside our normal
offerings each week. Thankfully HMRC are allowing these to remain
eligible for the Gift-Aid Donation scheme. So please do continue to put to
one side your donations and we will receive them once it’s safe to do so.
Thank you for continuing to give, in whatever form it takes.

Access to our ‘virtual’ Sunday services
For those of you with computers or tablets (you can even get to listen in
on a normal phone), joint services for St Andrew’s and St Ninian’s are
being held every Sunday on Zoom. They are held live at 10am each
week, but if you prefer, you can watch the service as a video a bit later
on YouTube. You can join the service via links at:
Our website: 			
or St Ninian’s website:
or YouTube			

standrewschurchofscotlandcorby.com
corbystninians.org.uk/welcome
Corby St Ninian’s channel
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