
Welcome to the Spring edition of Keystone. As the days slowly begin to 
lengthen and the colour returns to the world in a burst of flowers and 
sunshine, many of us see it as a great time to take up new challenges.

A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to take part in the inaugural 
Oundle 10k run. It would be a great way to challenge my New Year’s 
resolution ‘to pick-up my training again and get a bit fitter’. I thought. 
Unfortunately it was held on the same Sunday as our Church ‘show and 
tell’ event, so I decided to come to church instead. 472 runners took part 
in the race, which, for most of the competitors, lasted roughly an hour 
(about the same time as our church service). Now, I’m told that 33% of 
people in the UK call themselves practising Christians. So, statistically, 
150 of those runners were likely to think of themselves as Christians 
- yet we struggle to get a third of that number through our doors on any 
given Sunday. 

It seems to me that it’s all about relevence. People need to see church 
as a place that they can relate to, somewhere that they feel welcome and 
that offers something relevant to their lives. 

This year we face some real challenges as a congregation. We once 
again have to find ways to continue to fund the church, which is 
becoming increasingly difficult; but perhaps most importantly, we have 
to find ways to attract and retain young families and individuals because 
they are the future, bringing the energy and vitality that the church needs 
to be relevant within our community. 

We all need to work together to deliver a sustainable St Andrew’s for the 
future. Springtime seems like a great time to start.
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• Jesus was brought as a lamb to the slaughter, yet He is the 
   Good Shepherd.

• Jesus died, yet by His death He destroyed the power of death.

If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us 
an educator. If our greatest need had been technology, God would have 
sent us a scientist. If our greatest need had been money, God would 
have sent us an economist. If our greatest need had been pleasure, God 
would have sent us an entertainer. 

But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Saviour.

Dear friends,

I always find it a bit strange that Christmas is no sooner past than Easter 
is upon us. In fact I noticed this year Easter eggs went on sale before 
Christmas!

So much happened between the birth of Jesus at Christmas and his 
death and resurrection at Easter, thirty-three years later. For one thing, 
history was changed, forever.

Most people find it easy to come and celebrate the baby in the manger, 
but the real challenge is to take up your cross fifty-two weeks of the year 
and follow Jesus, the man who was crucified. 

That is what we are called to do, that is what it takes if we believe Jesus 
is our Lord and Saviour. And that is what it takes to get to heaven to be 
with God.

This Easter, how will you respond to the question he asks: 

“Who do you say I am?”  

Before you answer, consider the following claims:

• He began His ministry by being hungry, yet He is the Bread of Life. 

• Jesus ended His earthly ministry by being thirsty, 
   yet He is the Living Water. 

• Jesus was weary, yet He is our rest. Jesus paid tribute, 
   yet He is the King.    
• Jesus was accused of having a demon, yet He cast out demons. 

• Jesus wept, yet He wipes away our tears. 

• Jesus was sold for thirty pieces of silver, yet He redeemed the world.

A letter from 
the Manse...

Rev. Norman Nicoll



Bits and pieces 
from your Acting 
Session Clerk  
John Wiseman

Christmas Services
I am very pleased to report that the Christmas Eve services were once 
again well attended with around 55/60 people (including about a dozen 
young children) in the Church for the Family service at 6pm. The Watch-
night service at 11.30pm was attended by some 40/45 people, many of 
them visitors to St. Andrew’s. As has been the case in the previous three 
years, Louise and her three fellow musicians from “Gordon’s Volunteer 
Band” provided superb accompaniment to the hearty singing of carols 
during the service.

Charity for 2019.
It has been agreed that UNICEF will once again 
be the International Charity that we will support 
during 2019 through retiring collections to be 
taken up on the first Sundays of January, 
February, April, May, July, August, October 
and December. 

The decision to support UNICEF links in very well with one of the 
objectives for 2019 set by the Outreach Team – “sustaining links with 
Overseas Projects and to provide the congregation with an outlet for 
Christian concern in the wider world”.  

Stated Annual Meeting
The Stated Annual Meeting (formerly known as the Annual General 
Meeting) of the Congregation is scheduled to take place in the Church Hall 
on Sunday 17th March 2019 following Morning Worship at about 11.45am.

Presbytery 
The Minute of the last meeting of the Presbytery of England, which was 
held on Saturday 13th October 2018, should be available soon and a copy 
will then be displayed on the notice board in the Hall.

Property 
With so much good work acheived by our volunteers last year, we’re all 
looking forward to a somewhat quieter 2019. We have a few things to do, 
but it should mostly be maintainence, rather than major works. I’m sure our 
Tuesday Club gardeners will be glad to see some warmer weather soon!

Fundraising
In October last year I stepped back from the Fundraising Team which I 
have been involved with for many years. I would like to thank all the team 
members who worked so hard with me to raise thousands of pounds for 
church funds.

I would also like to thank all of you for your unfailing support to us, 
buying tickets, attending events, giving cash donations, raffle prizes etc. 
We couldn’t have done it without you. Many thanks and best wishes 
for 2019. 
Yvonne Lambert

Gordon’s Volunteer Band  Laura, Ella Rose and Florence 

A bit of fun at the Family serviceThe final candle of Advent 



Finance Report

Looks like 
another tight 
year ahead.

Like any family, the Church needs money to take care of its members 
and to offer the resources for the Minister to support the faith of the 
congregation. 2018 was a difficult year for our church in regards to 
maintaining tight controls on spending and we had to rely heavily on 
fundraising to cover our expenditure for the year.

2019 is likely to be another difficult and tight year – where I envisage 
we will be forced into using some of our savings to help us pull through. 
It’s with real sadness that we have lost a large income from The Sharon 
Potter School of Dancing – who will no longer be using our church hall 
on a Saturday. Sharon, who has used our facilities for more years than I 
can remember, has decided to retire. This will have a big impact on our 
income. So if anyone knows of any groups that are looking for a venue, 
or a bigger venue then please bear St. Andrew’s in mind. All my contact 
details can be found on the Church’s website.

In the next few weeks I will be preparing our end of year accounts and 
will be able to give you all an update on the church’s finances. I will also 
be able to update you on the social activities and fundraising events we 
are looking to do through 2019. If anyone in the congregation would like 
to help and get involved in the fundraising side of the Finance team then 
please come and see me, or any of the Finance team. 

Emma Burton. Treasurer

Show & Tell
We recently held, what my old Junior School used to call, a ‘Show & Tell’ 
event in the Church Hall to demonstrate what all the various teams 
within the church are planning for 2019. In addition we were asking 
people to volunteer to help out with some of the events and activities that 
go on throughout the year. 

Now, anyone with military service will probably be familiar with the old 
adage ‘never volunteer for anything’, but I hope this is different. 

The church runs on volunteers - it always has done and probably 
always will do. 

Think about all the little 
things that need to be 
done just so that we 
can enjoy our worship 
and social gatherings 
together. It’s all done by 
someone - whether it’s 
opening up the church on a Sunday morning, 
making teas, gardening, decorating, managing 
the finances, reaching out to those less 
fortunate than ourselves, visiting members of 
our own congregation or even writing an article 
for Keystone. 

We have a core number of volunteers in each 
team and we signed a few more helpers up at 
the event, but if you feel you could pitch-in on 
anything (you might have a particular skill like 
plumbing or tiling, or just a bit of spare time 
to help out at an event once or twice a year), 
please let me know. We’ll just add you to a 
team list and then it’s up to you how much you 
want to do. Every little helps!

Rob Hawkins



Amazing Grace - an amazing story!
Perhaps the world’s best-known hymn, Amazing Grace, was penned by 
John Newton while he lived and worked as a Minister in Olney, just south 
of Wellingborough. It’s words sound like an emotional outpouring of 
gratitude for the salvation that God’s Grace promises. To John, this was 
not simply a rousing hymn; it was a reflection on his life, conversion and 
subsequent journey of faith. 

He had not always lived a life of virtue, in fact, he had gone to sea at the 
age of eleven, rejected his mother’s religious teachings (she had prayed 
that he would become a Minister) and actively led other sailors into unbe-
lief. He made his living in the slave trade and had a reputation for profan-
ity, coarseness, and debauchery which even shocked many of the other 
sailors. An unlikely candidate for a hymn-writer you might think. 

On March 21st 1748 however, a vessel that Newton was aboard had 
been at the centre of a storm for over a week. It’s canvas sails were 
ripped, and the wood on one side of the ship had been torn away and 
splintered. The sailors had little hope of survival, but they mechanically 
worked the pumps, trying to keep the vessel afloat. On the eleventh day 
of the storm, sailor John Newton was too exhausted to pump, so he was 
tied to the helm and tried to hold the ship to its course. From one o’clock 
until midnight he was at the helm.

With the storm raging around him Newton had time to think. His life 
seemed as battered and wrecked as the ship on which he was sailing. It 
was a turning point in his life and he reached out for salvation. He later 
wrote ‘On that day the Lord sent from on high and delivered me out of 
deep waters.’ In his diary of March 1805, he said ‘Not well able to write; 
but I endeavor to observe the return of this day with humiliation, prayer, 
and praise.’

Newton survived the storm and began a disciplined schedule of Bible 
study, prayer and Christian reading. He tried to set a Christian example 
to his fellow sailors, before (presumably realising that the slave trade 
was incompatible with his faith) taking a job as a tidal surveyor. In 1764, 

at the age of thirty-one he began, what was to be, forty-three years of 
preaching the gospel. His mother’s prayers had been answered.

He moved to Olney as Minister and would often compose a hymn for 
the Sunday evening service which developed the theme and lesson of 
the service. In 1779, two hundred and eighty of these were collected 
and combined into sixty-eight hymns by his great friend William Cowper. 
The most famous of The Olney Hymns’ was called ‘Faith’s Review and 
Expectation’, which today we know as ‘Amazing Grace’.

In 1779 Newton left Olney to become rector of St. Mary Woolnoth in 
London. William Wilberforce, a member of Parliament and a prime mover 
in the abolition of slavery, was strongly influenced by John Newton’s life 
and preaching. Newton’s thoughts on the African Slave Trade, based on 
his own experiences as a slave trader, was very important in securing 
British abolition of slavery. Missionaries William Carey and Henry Martyn 
also gained strength from Newton’s counsel.

Newton lived to be eighty-two years old and never ceased to be amazed 
by God’s grace, telling his friends, “My memory is nearly gone; 
but I remember two things: That I am a great sinner, and that Christ is 
a great Savior.”

From an original article by Diane Severance at Christianity.com



Facing The Giants - a great watch!

At a recent service, Norman spoke about a film he had watched that 
inspired him - the film is called Facing The Giants.

Written and produced by Alex Kendrick (who was himself an associate 
pastor at a church in America) it is a Christian story which follows the ups 
and downs of high school football coach Grant Taylor.

After losing six 
consecutive seasons and 
struggling to make ends 
meet for his family, Grant 
thinks things can’t get 
any worse... but they do. 
His best players leave his 
team, and he then finds 
out that some of his 
players’ parents are 
plotting to have him 
sacked.

Feeling downtrodden, desperate and defeated, Grant turns to God for 
help. As the film unfolds, watch how the coach and husband puts his trust 
in God. He introduces a new coaching philosophy to the team and makes 
a promise to praise God, ‘no matter what the result’. He coaches his 
players to give their best, and instills in them a belief they can do the 
seemingly impossible and win.

Reviews of the film on Amazon say:

‘Absolutely heart-warming and inspiring, this is a wonderful family film.’

‘It is a film of adventure, character building, faith, successful application, 
morality, honouring God, a fun film, enjoyable throughout.’

Norman has a copy of the DVD that you can borrow, or watch on Netflix, 
or search online for a copy of the DVD. Well worth a watch!

St Andrew’s Church Scottish Country Dance Club

Here we are with yet another year gone and looking forward to a new 
season of dancing!

As usual, our last evening of dancing before Christmas included a ‘bring 
and share supper’. We were pleased that one of our members whose 
health has prevented him from dancing in recent months was able to 
come along with his wife and catch up on all the news!  
We have been very lucky so far that winter has been kind to us – it’s 
always a worry when snow and ice are on the scene. We don’t want our 
dancers feeling they have to venture out in bad weather, risking a fall and 
its consequences. 

Once we get into February, the Saturday social dances start again so 
those of us willing to travel find our diaries filling up! In addition, 5 of us 
will be in Spain at the end of February for a week of dancing and, with 
luck, sunshine. This is an opportunity for us to meet up with dancing 
friends from other parts of the country and emphasises the social
contacts that are made within the dancing community.

I was born and brought up in the town of Stonehaven, in 
Kincardineshire, and learned my dancing at school there. So I was 
delighted recently when, one evening, our club leader, Marion, produced 
a booklet of new dances devised for the 70th anniversary of Stonehaven 
branch of the RSCDS. The names of many of the dances reflect the 
playground of my childhood and we are all enjoying learning them!

This year our annual dance will be on Saturday May 11th when we look 
forward to our friends from neighbouring dance clubs joining us for what 
is always an enjoyable evening.
Eileen Smith, Secretary



It’s good to laugh!

A little girl was sitting on her grandfather’s lap as he read her 
a bedtime story.
From time to time, she would take her eyes off the book and reach up 
to touch his wrinkled cheek
She was alternately stroking her own cheek, then his again.
Finally, she spoke up, “Grandad, did God make you?”
“Yes, sweetheart,” he answered, “God made me a long time ago”
“Oh,” she paused, “Grandad, did God make me too?”
“Yes, indeed, honey,” he said, “God made you just a little while ago.”
Feeling their respective faces again, she observed,
“God’s getting better at it, isn’t he?”

A Sunday School Teacher asked little Johnny, 'Now, Johnny, tell me 
honestly, do you say prayers before eating?'
'No miss,' little Johnny replied, 'I don't have to, my mum's a good cook.'

The Minister asked 'How many women can a man marry?'
'Sixteen,' the boy responded. '4 better, 4 worse, 4 richer, 4 poorer.'

Pause for Thought 
236 years ago, three passengers completed a safe flight. There were no 
problems with check-in, they had no need of identity papers or 
passports; and no baggage was left behind in Terminal Five or elsewhere. 
The passengers were a sheep, a duck and a rooster. Their flight took them 
to a height of 1700 ft over the forest of Vaucrasson, and they descended 8 
minutes later. The Montgolfier brothers, inventors behind the balloon which 
had carried them aloft, pronounced the experiment a great success and 
went on to perfect the hot air balloon. According to all reports, the three 
passengers were entirely unharmed by the experience.
But how do we know - that’s the question? Could anyone ask them how they 
felt? Did anyone sit them down and ask them to recount this strange, and 

maybe traumatic experience? If it happened today, 
there would doubtless be a team of vets standing 
by to offer the poor creatures counselling!
Of course, they probably were absolutely fine. A 
bit of altitude sickness, perhaps - at least for two 
members of the party ... but nothing worse. The 
clue is in the word “probably” though. We don’t 
know. All too often our actions are based on how 
we think others are feeling. Usually this is some 
version of our own response to a situation. If I can 
cope - I’m sure she can too. If I’m ok - then you 
probably are too. We may not say those foolish 
words “I know just how you feel”, but we act as if it 
we did.

When Jesus was telling his stories and enacting his miracles, plenty of 
people thought they knew what was good for him. Some thought he should 
take his good works elsewhere. Some thought he should tone it all down a 
bit, and some even wanted him to run for king. In fact, he refused to do any 
of these things. Instead, he remained true to his own calling, and warned 
others about the dangers of judging either him or each other. “Before you 
take that speck out of someone else’s eye”, he said, “how about removing 
that great big plank from your own?”

Perhaps it’s best to admit that we don’t really know how others are feeling 
But it doesn’t stop us feeling for them. Compassion, concern, or even simple 
friendship rarely go amiss, so long as they are expressed in the right way.

Flower Ministry

Our Pastoral Team are hoping to 
create a ‘Flower Ministry’ for the 
coming year. If anyone would like to 
bring a small bunch of flowers to 
decorate the front of the church on a 
Sunday morning (doesn’t have to be 
anything fancy), the Pastoral Team will 
take these out to someone from our 
congregation who might be uplifted by 
them early the following week. This 
sounds like a lovely idea, which I hope 
we can all support. Please speak to 
Margaret Myles if you’d like to help.



COMMUNION
Important information

Please note that St Andrew’s will no longer be sending out 
Communion Cards in advance of each Communion Service.
The dates for forthcoming Communion Services will instead be 
listed here in Keystone magazine and on the website. 

The next Communion Service will be on Sunday 3rd March.

Communion Services for 2019 will also be held on: 
2nd June, 1st September, 17th November.

  NOTICES
  DEATHS  
  November  Doreen Moon       
  December  Robert Hughes
   Alice Burton

  January  Gertrude Mitchell
     Harry Murrison
   Margaret (Peggy) Muir  

Could you help keep the wheels 
turning at St Andrew’s?

As I’m sure you are all aware, John Wiseman has performed 
tirelessly for St Andrew’s as (he would say) ‘Acting’ Session Clerk for 
12 years and Roll Keeper for 16 years. It’s now time, however, for him to 
hand these roles on as he seeks to lessen his workload. As a result, we 
have a couple of vacancies for anyone who feels they might be able to 
spare a little time to keep our administrative affairs in order.

Below is an outline of each role: 
Session Clerk
1. Call and prepare for the four Kirk Session meetings
2. Keep a Minute of the Kirk Session meetings
3. Keep a Minute of the Stated Annual meeting of the Congregation
4. Maintain the Minutes in a permanent record
5. Issue extract minutes when required
6. Submit all Records annually to the Presbytery for attestation
7. Deal with Church correspondence
8. Ensure that proper intimation is given to the congregation of meetings
    called by the Kirk Session
Roll Keeper
1. Keep a Computer listing of the Church Roll, along with a hard copy
3. Update the listing with any Roll changes
4. Maintain the Church Roll books
5. Provide the current Church Roll to each Kirk Session
6. Provide the Church Roll for inspection by Presbytery each February 

Please note that the aim is to keep each role as simple and concise as 
possible going forwards to keep the time needed to a minimum. 
If you feel you could help in either of these important roles, please get in 
touch with John or Norman to have a chat and find out a bit more. 



St Andrew’s Church of Scotland 
Occupation Road Corby NN17 1EB

Sunday Services held weekly at 10.30 am.

Communion Services held on the 1st Sunday 
of March, June, September and 17th November
Registered Charity No. SCO43458

Useful Telephone Numbers:

Minister and Moderator Rev Norman Nicoll 07930 988863
    NNicoll@churchofscotland.org.uk

Kirk Session Acting Clerk John Wiseman 01536 395382

Treasurer    Emma Burton        07966 966768  

Team Leaders 
Finance                Lella McLean   07982 249995
    Emma Burton  07966 966768
Property               Sarah Farrow     07952 636093
    property.standrews@outlook.com 
Pastoral    Margeret Myles           01536 267554
Outreach              Rev Mike Binks 07590 507917
Communications             Rob Hawkins        01832 205020
Gift Aid Convener            Jack Pawson        01536 770953
Free Will Offering Convener  John Wiseman 01536 395382         
Scottish Country Dancing Eileen Smith  01536 515460

standrewschurchofscotlandcorby.com

CHURCH HALL 
FOR HIRE!
Sports Groups, Kid’s Parties, Clubs...
Please speak to Emma Burton (above) if you, 
or someone you know, would like to hire the 
hall for an event, party or activity.
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